
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



r 

Oi/r 



iHartiatli Sttifnftp iU^l 




ANDOVER-HARVARD THEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY 

MDCCCCZ 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 



GIFT FROM 
WIDENER LIBRARY 







fc^r/ y < >■ 






<*• 



f ip • f €i|i»f 

lit 










•W» •W» «w» «^» 4p 




' ^tf *jb' *M* *M* *^* *^* *M* * 



<>T r or i)AKK.>. 






: \'lO iAiMYY: 



^ rue . rj': 



'^ ;t 



!:0 W'i ■• F rr KI ir ^ ; , •. .. 






•i« *> . T r 11 ( • 



-."^^ 



FrontUj)Lec6. 



OUT OF DARKNESS 

^ INTO LIGHT; 



n,'. 



Crne ^ronnb of "^att. 



NEW YORK: 
BOARD OP PUBLICATION 

REFORMED PBOTE0TANT DUTCH CHtTRCH, 

BYlfOD'S ROOMS, No. 103 Ft!LTON STRIET. 

1866. 



Ar'~~ ^ '■\RVARD 
THEOLOC -AL LIBRARY 
CAMBRIDGE. MASS. 



Entered aceordinf to Act of Congress, in the yeai 1864, by 

RET. THOMAS C. STRONG, D. D., 

On behalf of the Board of Publication of the Reformed Protestant Dutch 
Church in North America, in the Clerk's office of the District Court of 
the United States ibr the Southern District of New York. 






EDWABD 0. JENKINS, 
Printtt 9c j^tereotoper* 
No. St) NoBTH William ST. 



(145 



PREFACE. 

The contents of this volame are in part made 
ap of original matter,* and in part of selections 
from the ablest English writers. It would be 
difficult to find in the language more important 
and vital truths in the same compass. The 
chapter, What to Believe, from "James' 
Anxious Inquirer," has been blessed to the sal- 
vation of many souls. Some of the chapters, 
published in tract form, have been equally effica- 
cious in producing the richest experience of 
God's saving grace through Jesus Christ. Ex- 
amples of such experience are known to us. "We 
send forth this little book with the hope and 
prayer that it will be abundantly useful in the 
salvation of souls by the Power of the Holy 
Spirit, bringing multitudes to a knowledge of 
Him, whom to know, is LIFE ETERNAL. 

• Articles ** Holiness to the Lord" and "The Lord an Everlasting 
Light" were written by Rev. B. W. Clark, of the First Beformed 
Butch Chnrch, Albany, N. Y. 
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"OUT OF DARKNESS INTO LIGHT." 



In one of our principal streets, in this great 
city g£ New York, lived an eminent merchant, 
haying a wife, whom he very tenderly loved, and 
two sons, nearly grown to manhood, who were 
the joy and pride of his heart. The merchant 
was distinguished for his soundness of judgment, 
and for his straight-forward way of doing 
business. He made a righteousness of his 
honorable dealings with his fellow-men. With 
all his promptness to pay, all his obligations to 
his fellow-men, he made no account of his 
obligations to God. He was without religion. 
He was a man of morality, but he wanted piety, 
as the small dust of the balance. He was well 
satisfied with his position and character. 

The woman of his choice was a well chosen 
companion. She was cultivated, accomplished, 
amiable and very lovely, in the natural attributes 
of her character. She shone a dazzling star 
among stars. She was gay, and rich, and was 
indulged in every thing she wished, by an over- 
indulgent husband. She lived only for the 
pleasures of this world. She had not a thought 
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6 OUT OF DARKNESS INTO LIGHT. 

beyond it. "What will society think?" and 
when she had determined what the thoughtless 
butlerflies of " society would think" her course 
was taken. 

The sons were generous, warm-hearted, moral 
young men, with not a care — and especially 
about their souls. They were all that two such 
parents as theirs could desire. They did not 
give themselves to the fashionable views of soci- 
ety. They were too moral for that. The parents 
gave themselves up to the fashionable pursuits, 
of the fashionable follies of the day. They 
were too irreligious to stop short of that. Such 
was the family in the beginning of the year 1868. 

During that remarkable revival, of the begin- 
ning of that year, when the hearts of the whole 
community seemed touched by divine influence, 
and everywhere souls \%rere rejoicing in the 
the Saviour, many were the thoughts which 
were turned by pious friends towards this gay, 
thoughtless, worldly-minded, pleasure-seeking 
family. Many were they who longed to know 
if this family stood alone, untouched by Spiritual 
influence, and unmoved by the Holy Spirit's 
power. Yet no one had addressed either one 
of these, on the subject of religion. The 
opinions of the whole family were known on 
the subject of revivals, and periodical excite- 
ments, and spasmodic efforts to win souls to 
Christ, a winter religious awakening and a 
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snmmer of barrenness and sterility. There was 
known to be a deep-rooted prejudice, in the 
hearts of this family against revivals. So deep 
and bitter was it, that none of her friends had 
ventured to approach even the tender hearted 
mother, on the subject of the eternal happiness of 
those who were dearer to her than life. Prayers 
had been oiSTered in behalf of this family, in 
many a praying circle. "Written requests for 
prayer, in their behalf, had been sent to many a 
daily prayer-meeting by anxious friends; and 
no one knew by whom they were sent, nor 
for w^hom they were, save that they were 
represented to be, What they truly were, thought- 
less, and surrounded by influences very un- 
£ivorable to any true oonccm for their immortal 
souls. 

At length a friend of this lady resolved to see 
her, who had not seen her for many weeks. He 
dreaded the interview, but he felt that it must 
come. In many a family, and in many a closet, 
prayer had been ofiered up by pious, devout 
friends for a blessing on the household. He 
resolved he would speak to her in a solemn, 
earnest manner, of her great spiritual necessity — 
one under which she would sink to ruin, unless 
she sought the only remedy, which is to be found 
alone in a crucified Saviour. 

The determination one day was resolved upon, 
to see her at once. Kot another day should be 
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allowed to pass, and no one knew, what was 
passing under the roof of this farat^ily. The whole 
arrangement of what manner of address should 
be made, and what considerations should be 
presented to the mind of the lady had been 
discussed and fixed upon, so as to give as little 
offence as possible; and yet it was expected 
that offence would be taken; and the whole 
matter of making religion the object of immedi- 
ate attention would be denounced as an unpar- 
donable interference, and the supremest folly. 

The gentleman had his hat in hand about to 
leave his own house when he met the lady in 
question, at his own door. She had come 
expressly to see him. She greeted him, with 
unusual cordiality, and proceeded at once to the 
object of her visit. Her countenance was beam- 
ing with delight and joy, as she told him, that 
she had called, expressly to let him know what 
the Lord had been doing, by his Spirit, in her 
family, and in her own heart. 

'' Oh !" said she, '' I have had such a blessed 
time. I have been to so many prayer-meetings. 
I have had such delight and happiness in them. 
I cannot tell you what a change there is in me, 
and in mine. Oh I there is such a blessing on 
the household. Tou never saw how blessed we 
are. It seems too much to believe, even for my- 
self—and much more that any others should 
believe it." 
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The gentleman stogd still with his hat in his 
hand, for he was so taken by surprise, that he 
hardly knew what he said, or did. • He did find 
tongife to express his great happiness at the 
tidings she had brought him, and then she push- 
ed her way along to the parlor, speaking as she 
went, 

" My oldest boy was the first to find out this 
great blessing. He had been attending the 
prayer-meetings, I knew, in a quiot way. But I 
thought nothing of it, only that it occurred to 
me that he looked more serious than usual. I 
thought it would pass as a dream, when one 
awakes ; till one morning he came to me — with 
such a look as I can never describe, and, said 
he, * Mother, I hope my sins are forgiven.' I 
was struck with amazement. I wondered what 
sins he had ever committed, that he needed 
forgiveness. 

" Then my poor boy went on to tell me, how 
anxious he felt that I9 and his father, and his 
brother, should become Christians — and I looked 
in his tearful eyes, and saw how tender and 
earnest he was ; I felt, at once, that he really had 
become a Christian. Oh ! then I was out to the 
heart. I thought of my neglect of him, as a 
mother, all my life long. I had never said to 
him, that I wished he had become a Christian. 
Oh ! what a soulless, heartless wife and mother 
I felt that I had been. 
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" I seiimed as one, who had waked up to know 
that she had forgotten all her duty. Oh ! how 
did my heart upbraid me — that now my dear 
eldest boy should come to me, to teach and per- 
suade me — and never once had I even taught 
him a single truth or a single duty — except to 
be like his father, a mere man of honor — and a 
man of the world — ^nothing more. How miserable 
was all the past of my duty! Here I was, 
condemned by my own heart — and every word 
of my son was a dagger to my bosom. 

"That night, I went to the prayer-meeting 
with my son. I had not been into a prayer 
meeting, during all the lifetime of my son— 
never had been since I was a girl, in my own 
father's house. Then, in that prayer-meeting, I 
remembered all my father's prayers, and my 
mother's tears and tender instructions, to seek an 
interest in Christ, in the very morning of ray 
life, I marvelled at myself. I was an astonish- 
ment to myself. I wondered how I could be 
such a forgetful creature, as I was; to have 
lost all religious impressions, and to have lived 
entirely for ends and purposes, that would have 
been shocking to my beloved parents could they 
have foreseen it. 

" In the same meeting my son arose, and in a 
few simple words, told what the Lord had done 
for his soul, and how he had f<»und the Saviour 
precious. The effect was overwhelming to all— 
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especially to me. Oh ! what a testimony to go 
from one of my own family to the world I My 
anguish was extreme. Yet it seemed to me, that 
I did feel glad that God had showed mercy to 
my first-born. I believed now, that it was for 
the sake of my honored father, whose piety was 
beyond all question, and who had prayed much 
for me and mine before God called him away 
to be here no more, that God had bestowed this 



" In that same meeting, I knew I was made the 
subject of special prayer. I could not help ex- 
pressing the gratitude I felt for this ; and I felt 
resolved, that I never would give over seeking, 
till I had obtained that prize above all price, — 
an interest in Christ. 

" When I returned home, I could not command 
courage to tell my husband. He seemed to look 
uneasy and greatly disturbed, and made no 
allusion to my going to the prayer-meeting, 
though he seemed to me to know that I had been 
to it. I passed a sleepless night and a restlesF 
day. What a day I Never had I spent such a 
day before. The happy face of my son was like 
an arrow in my heart — and yet I knew of no 
reason why. The troubled face of my husband 
was a terror to me, and I knew no reason why 
— ^for he never in his life, had given me a word 
of unkindness or displeasure. I could not tell 
him what was passing in my own heart. I must 
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have relief in some way. So near evening I 
called tliat dear boy to my room, and the follow- 
ing dialogue ensued. 

"'Tell me, my son, just how you obtained 
peace, in believing in Jesus. Can you ? Will 
you?" 

, " ' Why, mother,' said he, ' I only believed 
hira — that was all.' 

" ' And how did you believe him ?' 
" ' I cannot tell how I believed him. I only 
know I did, I cannot help believing in him, I 
cannot help loving him. I do love him with 
unspeakable love, and I think I know that he 
loves me. And if he loves me, he will love you 
much more than he loves me.' 

" ' Will you pray for me, here in this room ?" 
« ' What shall I pray for, mother ?' 
" ' Pray for what you think I most need.' 

" We knelt together in prayer-^side by side, 
that son praying for a mother of twice his years, 
who had never prayed for him in all her life. 
That prayer broke my heart. That prayer seem- 
ed to be the means of subduing me. I was 
conquered. The light shone in upon my dark 
heart and mind. I think my sins were all for- 
given, while on my knees in prayer. I never 
felt that I was such a sinner before, and yet I 
felt a confidence that my sins were all forgiven. 
The pride of my heart seemed to be humbled. 
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The enmity was taken away. I had joy and 
peace in my heart. 

^ A blessing came on all in the house. I soon 
told my new feelings to my husband. 1 found 
he had been troubled, not with my trouble, but 
with his own. I found that those disturbed looks 
were with sad thoughts of himself— not of me, 
I found he was himself a most earnest inquirer.- 

^' This morning he has established the family 
altar — my husband called us all into the library, 
and said, * With God's grace and help we never 
will begin another day without prayer,' and 
such a prayer as my husband made ! It brought 
back all the past. It made me feel that my 
father's prayers had been answered, in the bless- 
ing, which had come down upon the whole 
household. I felt sure that all my father's and 
my mother's prayers had a part in the blessing, 
which descended upon us, so richly from a 
covenant keeping God, who remembers mercy 
for thousands of them that love him and keep 
his commandments, to be a God to them and to 
their seed after them." 

Here she ended. The subsequent events reveal- 
ed, that both father and mother and their two son* 
are now members of the same Christian church, 
and all are walking together in the faith and the 
fellowship of the gospel of Christ. The young- 
est son was converted, soon after the conversion 
of the father and mother and brother. 
2 
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And now morning and evening the voice of 
praise and thanksgiving goes up from all hearts 
in that family, for the blessing of the Lord, 
which has come down upon the household. 

Header I will you take a few tracts in your 
hand, whenever you go out, as this family does, 
and scatter them everywhere? Will you sow 
the seed beside all waters ? What you do — do 
quickly 

The above was related substantially as here 
given in the Fulton street prayer-meeting by a 
clergyman much esteemed in this city. It reveals 
the mercy and the goodness of God in answering 
prayer, and also illustrates the method of God's 
love in leading sinners to a simple and loving 
faith in Jesus Christ. " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." "Him 
that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." 
" Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any 
man hear my voice and open the door I will 
come in unto him and sup with him and he with 
me." 

We must believe on Christ. The gospel does 
not send us to our doings — our prayers, our tears, 
our reading the Bible, our attendance upon the 
means of grace — none of these. The gospel 
sends us to Christ — the sinner's Friend. The 
gospel commands us to believe on Him and we 
shall be saved. 
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A 8PEA.KER gaid in the Falton-strcet Prayer- 
meetiag he wished to relate a little experience 
he had of late, which had done him some good, 
as a matter of rebuke to his lack of confidence 
in Jesus. I asked a sick lady if she felt sure 
that she loved Jesus. 

" Why I what a strange question," she answer- 
ed. "To be sure I love him. Why do you 
ask such a question ?" 

**I wanted to know,'* I said, "if you know 
that you love him as you know you love your 
husband." 

I knew her husband was an object of affection 
beyond all doubt. 

" Just as I know I love my husband, just so I 
know I love the Lord Jesus. By this inward 
consciousness which I have, I know my love to 
both ; only my love to Jesus far transcends all 
earthly love, or love for any earthly objects." 

She paused a moment and then asked: " Why 
did you ask me such a question ?" 

" Because I wanted to know if your experience 
was like mine." 

" What is your experience ?" 

"Sometimes I cannot tell whether ihy ex- 
perience teaches me that I love Christ or not. If 
asked as I have you, I really should not dare to 
Bay." 

" Dare to say what ?" she rejoined. 

" Dare to say that I love Jesus." 
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" Not dare to say as much as poor Peter did : 
* Lord, tbou knowest all things ; thou knowest 
that I love thee.' That," she added, " is just as 
I supposed-r-plodding among the rudiments and 
first principles ; laying the foundations again, 
instead of going on unto perfection. I thought 
the foundations were laid long ago, and the rudi- 
ments learned, and you were going on in a happy 
experience ; and here you are, back again ; so 
that it appears you dare not say you love Jesus. 
Blessed be God, I can say I know whom I have 
believed." 

She spoke with great animation and no 
appearance of presumption. 



Faith in Christ, begun as an exercise in the 
soul, is really "out of darkness into God's 
marvelous light" in the experience of a sinner. 
Many a darkened soul says, " Where shall I find 
Jesus ?" and when it finds him it is like coming 
from darkness into day. " I am the way, the 
Truth, and the Life," said the blessed Saviour. 
And again he said, " I am the resurrection and 
the life." Also he said, " I am the light of the 
world. Believing on Him is receiving Him. 
Believing is being lovkd. 



'^ Jesns the author and fimahar of our fattL' 
Hkb. xii. 2. 

GOD of my salvation, hear, 
And help me to believe; 
Now to thee do I draw near, 

Thy blessing to receive ; 
Full of sin, alas, I am. 

But to thee for refuge flee ; 
Friend of sinners, spotless Lamb, 
Thy blood was shed for me. 

2 No good word, or work, or thought 

I bring to buy thy grace ; 
Pardon I accept, unbought ; 

Thy proffer I embrace. 
Needy, guilty, vile I am, 

Yet I know thy love is free ; 
Friend of sinners, spotless Lamb, 

Thy blood was shed for me, 

8 Saviour, from thy wounded side 
I never will depart; 
At thy cross will I abide. 

With humble, trusting heart ; 
When my place above I claim. 

Still the cross shall be my plea ; 
Friend of sinners, spotless Lamb, 
Thy blood was shed for me. 
17 
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"MUST I NOT STRIVE?" 

I HAD a long conversation the other day with 
a butcher on the rails. The butcher had just 
lost his wife, was left with two little children, 
had passed through some trouble of conscience. 
I found him much interested in the things of re- 
ligion, and wishful to converse upon them. I 
found he purposed, at some future time, to 
make a firm resolution to cast off his sins, and 
become religious. Alas 1 how many are now in 
hell, who once had the same intention as this 
butcher. He evidently thought a little striving 
of his own, at any time, would do all that is re- 
quired. 

" Well, now," said I, " man is certainly in a 
wretched condition, through sin ; but, how do 
you think he is to get saved from this guilt and 
misery ?" " Well, you know," said the butcher, 
" it will not do for a man to go on in his sins, 
until ho dies, will it ? He must strive hard to 
give up all his bad ways, and live to God." I 
replied, "He will never save himself by his 
striving in that way." " What I" said he " do 
you mean to say a man must not strive ?" " As 
long as he does strive, in that way," said I, " he 
is a rejecter of Christ." I saw the poor man 
was evidently trusting in his future strivings. 
"Explain yourself," said he. "Whatever do 
you mean ? — A man striving is a man rejecting 
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the Gospel of Christ I What can you mean ?" 
said he. 

I replied, "I will illustrate what I mean. 
Suppose you have gone on in sin until you 
have brought your family to starvation ; you 
have not a farthing to buy them food, and you 
are too ill to make the least effort ; when a friend 
comes to your house, spreads your table with 
plenty, and begs you to eat. If then you say, 
' No, I must strive to get food myself,' would 
not you be rejecting the kindness of your friend ? 
And would not this rejection of his love continue 
as long as ever you continue your striving ? And 
is it not so with the lost sinner ? Man is so bad, 
that he really does go sinning on until he dies. 
Is he not as helpless as the starving man ? God 
has come to his rescue — God has given his own 
Son to meet his deepest need, as a lost sinner, 
by the death of the cross. He died to deliver 
us, because we could not possibly save ourselves. 
He, in pure love and pity, has spread the table 
of salvation — ^all things are ready. Oh ! it is 
God that beseeches poor dying sinners to eat the 
bread of life, spread before them. ' Now, then, 
we are Ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us ; we pray you, in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God.' The kindness 
of God to perishing sinners, has now been 
shown by the death of Jesus. Now pardon and 
deliverance are preached through Him. Surely, 
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then, the longer I strive to save myself, the longer 
I reject the kindness of the God of all love." 

The man's countenance fell ; his last prop was 
being taken from under him ; his heart rose in 
rebellion against the free grace of God. If he 
could but have had the honor of a little striving, 
as a merit, to bring to God, he would have been 
well pleased. But, to bow to God, meeting him 
through the finished work of Christ, in pure, 
undeserved pity and love, this he would not do. 
He now tried to ridicule me. " Perhaps," said 
he, " you are not so good as you pretend to be." 
" You very much mistake me," said I, " if you 
suppose I pretend to be good. No, we are both 
sinners ; I feel I am a greater sinner than you, 
because I know more about my own sins than I 
do about yours. But, this is the difference be- 
tween us. — I have been brought to receive 
Christ, the salvation of God. I can assure you 
it is through his blood alone I am pardoned and 
washed. — I have nothing else before G^d. It is 
His life from the dead, that is my life. It is not 
in myself I boast, but in Christ Jesus the Lord." 
" I have had enough," said he, " I will hear no 
more." A young man to my right, who had 
been deeply interested in the conversation, put 
forth his head, and said, " Will you tell me that 
illustration again ?" I repeated to him again the 
parable of a friend going to the famishing house- 
hold, as an illustration of the work of Christ for 
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perishiDg sinners, that salvation was entirely 
from God ; like the poor man's dinner, which 
was entirely from the friend. That it was God 
who had provided that Great Propitiation for 
sin, the sacrifice of Christ — that it is God who 
meets the sinner, in his deepest wretchedness 
and helplessness — ^that, the moment I believe and 
receive, I am saved. That young man's face 
now lit up with joy ; — the joy of a new-born 
child of God. God had, during the repeating 
of those words, met his weary, anxious soul, 
and spoken peace, through the finished work of 
His own Son. To the one, the precious Gospel 
had proved the saviour of death unto death ; to 
the other, of life unto life. I found the Lord 
had been preparing him, for three months, for 
this message of mercy and love. Ah, there is 
often a striving and a struggling, before the 
heart is made to really give up all hx>pes in self 
and accept Christ as its entire salvation. This 
is the work of God, by the Holy Ghost. 

My reader may, perhaps, say, "Well, after 
all, I intend, myself, some day to strive hard to 
give up all my hateful sins, and serve and lovo 
God, with all my heart — would it not be right 
to do so ?" Oh, yes, certainly it would. But, 
have you not tried to do so, and failed; and 
may you not continue to fail, until it is too late, 
and you are lost ? 

Make no self-righteousness of striving. 



HOW I FOUND JESUS. 



Do you know how sweet and faithful are the 
precious promises ? 

Let me tell you what they are to me. 

When eight or nine years old, I asked my 
grandmother, " What is it to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? I believe such a being lived on 
the earth, and all he said was true : but I am 
not a Christian. It says, in the Bible, ' Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt he saved? 
How shall I believe so as to he saved T' 

She answered, " Ask God to give you a new 
heart, and believe he does it when you ask himy 
" Is thai all ?" with joy and enthusiasm, I added, 
" Oh, that is very easy I" 

I went to my little room and knelt beside my 
bed, then offered the prayer, and almost from 
that hour to this I have called myself a Chris- 
tian, though there were times (few indeed in 
number) when unbelief entered my soul for a 
little season, and darkness reigned within. 

I received the direction as unquestionable 

22 
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fcruth lecause grandma gave it, Now 1 know the 
reason why that is the way to be saved. God 
says, " Whosoever cometh unto me, I will in no 
wise cast out." If we believe the promise, we 
are received when we come. If we wait for 
evidence that we are received, we wait for some- 
thing besidt the promise to rest upon. We wait 
to see the work of grace wrought in our hearts 
so as to trust in those graces — those evidences — 
instead of trusting in Christ alone. 

I came as best I knew how (and that is all that 
is required)^ therefore I was on the ground where 
we may claim the promise. He does not cast 
off now to receive by and by, but when we 
^come — " before there is time- or opportunity to 
see the change — we must believe he receives. 

Plainly do I see, what I called the " easy " 
way, was the Bible way, and the only way I have 
received each answer to prayer. This is why 
we are called " believers," because of the simple 
act we have to perform to become Christians. 

Does not this experience throw added light 
on the words, " Except ye become as little chil- 
dren, ye cannot enter the kingdom of heaven." 

Could I have trusted as easily a few years 
later? 

To receive a new heart only by believing seems 
too simple when we outgrow the simplicity of 
childhood, and we have to learn to become little 
children again. 
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Then it required no effort to exercise faith. 
The " easy way " was bo adapted to my childish 
heart that had never been deceived^ and had always 
trusted, that there was no new lesson to learn. 
I had trusted all my earthly friends, and now I 
trusted my heavenly Friend. 

Then commenced a struggle with •temptation 
— a war with wicked motives — a fight against 
the remains of sin in my heart. I hegan the 
Christian life by faithy but now strove to be made 
perfect by works. Fruitless were my efforts — 
temptation overcame — evil motives ruled — sin 
conquered — but no one said, as before, " Ask, 
and trust fully and alone in Jesus for strength 
to keep as well as pardonP I struggled on hop- 
ing Christ and my own efforts would gradually 
enable me to overcome in a measure, I groped 
in the way where we continually " lay again the 
foundation of repentance." At last I found 
from my Bible, that I might trust Christ for the 
grace I needed. He Ifed me (as he has promised 
to lead the blind) in a way I knew not — the way 
of faith. It was faith then for everything ; not 
the one promise alone, that when I came I should 
be received, but in all the exceeding great and 
precious promises. 

After the first act of faith of which I have 
written, I next rested fully upon this : " In time 
of temptation I will make a way for your escape 
that; ye may be able to bear it." The thought 
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came saddeilj, ^^He who can keep me from 
great and mare nnconmion sins, from which al) 
Christians expect to be kept (and according to 
their faith it is unto them, no more is promised,) 
is surely just as able — just as willing — to keep 
me from smaller ones of daily fretfulness, or im- 
patience, OS vanity, etc. 

Again I found the short and easy way of de- 
liverance. 

Can it be I need struggle no more ? Can it 
be what I never accomplished by struggling may 
now be accomplished by simple faith ? Is it 
possible my Father can do this for me ? Can 
he change my motives when I have so long strug- 
gled against them, and yet always found them 
impure ? 

Oh, I cannot tell you how the old child-like 
faith came back again I The moment I thought 
he was able and willing, I trusted him to do it. 

I felt he meant exactly what he said when he 
told us " his grace was sufficient, and his strength 
was made perfect in our weakness," and I need 
never trouble myself any more for Jesus was the 
one to work aZ/, I had only to trust. Oh, what 
rest it was to trust instead of struggle ! I felt 
no change at the moment — there was nothing to 
call forth evil and I could not see the change 
until tempted — ^but When temptation came, I 
found the precious word indeed true, " Ho is 
faithful that p omised, who will not suffer yon 
3 
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to be tempted above that ye are able ; but will 
with the temptation make a way to escape that 
ye may be able to bear it." 1 Corinthiaas 10 : 
13. 

Then I lacked wisdom ; I knew not what was 
duty ; conflicting Buggestions came ; but, " if 
any lack wisdom let him ask of Qod, and it shall 
be given him ; only let him ask in faith nothing 
wavering." James 1 : 5, 7. 

The only condition is faith! Oh, so easy! 
How my heart rejoices, that there is nothing 
difficult, or impossible required ! When in doubt 
as to duty, every time I trusted that promise 
fully ^ it was fulfilled to me. How often it came, 
BO sweetly comforting, bringing a perfect calm 
as I threw myself on its broad, safe ground, 
with the "nothing wavering" trust required. 
I was tossed in an agony of doubt and fear, as 
with a tempest, till I could rest on such a promise 
that just reached my case. If the trust was 
such as the text required — the " nothing waver- 
ing " kind — I knew it by the perfect rest and 
calm it brought ; but if the least ruffled or per- 
turbed feeling remained, I knew the trust was 
not quite complete ; there was a little anxiety ; 
a little fear God would not keep his word. 
Knowing this was dishonoring to One worthy 
of our entire confidence, our perfect trust — ^I 
would immediately ** care for nothing, bat by 
prayer and supplication make known my request 
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nnto God," and have it there, Phil. 4:6, 7. 
Sooner or later the answer came. 

I next felt the need of the Holy Spirit — the 
Great Teacher — to help me, and guide me, par- 
ticularly in my Sabbath-school class. 

This, he has said, he is more willing to grant 
than even earthly parents are to give good gifts 
to their children. " And if we ask any thing 
according to his will he heareth us, and if we 
know that he hear us, we know we have the peti- 
tions we desired of him." 1 John 5 : 14, 15. 

I need not be anxious ; I had it the moment I 
asked. I knew I had, though not a particle of 
change in feeling evinced its presence. After I 
went to my class, and commenced, or proceeded 
with the lesson, I should have been astonished 
then, and there, at the change, had I not known 
the faithfulness of the Promiser. When the occa- 
sion for its manifestation came it was seer^, he 
was faithful that promised. I saw then the Spirit 
was there, which was the consequence of believ- 
ing it first. 

The answer was seen in the eyes raised to 
mine, and swimming in unshed tears, making 
them look so dewy — ^in the fixed gaze of those 
eyes in mine as I talked of the sufferings of 
Jesus for them and myself— in the ease with 
which I conversed with them — in the feeling 
that prompted my words, for I knew neither 
they nor I could feel without the Spirit's presence. 
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" He (the Spirit, or Comforter,) will b.ing all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you." At one time I sought the mean- 
ing of a text that occurred in our lesson, but 
did not feel satisfied that I understood it ; and 
trusted for wisdom, that did not come until I 
opened my mouth in my class to attempt an ex- 
planation when suddenly the meaning flashed to 
my mind, so plain and simple, that I knew it 
wa!# perfectly intelligible to every member of 
my classj and so familiar it seemed that I knew 
it was an old forgotten thought " brought to 
remembrance." 

And thus I might continue to quote promises, 
and write after them " tried and proved ;" for 
Jesus did not say to me, " See thou tell no man," 
but " Qo tell how great things the Lord hath 
done for thee." Then he teaches me how to tell, 
so that I may take as much credit to myself as 
a pen might for what remained on a page. Oh, so 
weak and helpless do I seem, a little instrument 
by His handy and all useless except as thus moved. 

Will you not come and cast your care on Jesus ? 
He says he cares for you. " The Lord taketh 
pleasure in those that fear him, in those that 
hope in his mercy /" It is all we have to hope 
in ! Can it be the King of kings and Lord of 
lords — the all-mighty Jehovah— nan take pleasure 
in such weak, worthless worms, and when we 
do but " hope in his mercy .^" 
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Wonderful words I Rich comfort ! Cordial 
to the thirsty, despairing soul ! Hunt up the 
precious jewels — the golden promises — ^rest on 
them — ^feast on them — leave your poor weak 
soul with Jesus — ^he can take ftieh care of it, 
and he urilL 

*' Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on thee> because he trusteth in 
thee." Isa. 26 : 3. 

" If any walk in darkness and hare no light, 
let him trust in the name of the L</rd and stay vpon 
his God:' Isa. 50 : 10. 



Wb are often taught the great truths of the 
gospel by the experiences of others, after all 
that has been revealed in regard to the way of 
faith in Jesus Christ, and all that has been writ- 
ten and said, it is still a way of darkness unto 
many. They stumble at they know what. The 
very simplicity of the way of faith in Jesus is 
the rock of offence to a great multitude of anxi- 
ous inquirers after the truth. When once the 
mind apprehends it and the heart accepts it, we 
often are astonished that we did not see it be- 
fore. We are surprised at the simplicity of what 
seemed so complex and incomprehensible. It is 
really out i f darkness into light with such a souL 
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God uses different methods to effect this tran- 
sition. He often makes the experiences of oth- 
ers the means of our own enlightenment. Some- 
times one mind is led into a knowledge of the 
truth by knowing how another has been led. 
There is a power in the testimony of Christian 
experience. It comes from the heart and it 
reaches the heart. It has the force of unanswera- 
ble argument. It forces conviction of the truth 
on the heart and mind. These bow to a power 
which 13 above all human power, and which is 
the great agent of spiritual illumination. The 
religious incidents of the prayer meeting, the 
hospital, and the field, afford many cheering ex- 
amples of what the power and grace of God 
can do in causing the light to shine into the 
midst of darkness, and scattering it away. The 
narratives which follow are of this kind, and 
they clearly teach in whom we are t^ believe, 
and how easy it is to believe when once we are 
aided of the Holy Spirit. Any thing that illus- 
trates the way of faith in Jesus Christ may, by 
the blessing of God, be the means of leading 
some souls out of darkness into God's marvel- 
lous light. 

In the prayer-meeting, a gentleman rose and 
said he was from the prairies of Illinois. Where 
he resided, the Lord had poured out his Holy 
Spirit, and had brought in a large number, who 
were wandering, as sheep without a shepherd, 
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bat who are now gathered into the fold of the 
good Shepherd. He spoke of the conversion 
of one young man as being very remarkable. 
He was an ungodly and wicked young man, not 
so much from the commission of any particular 
crimes, as from a general recklessness of charac- 
ter ; but he had one blessing left to him, a bless- 
ing of priceless value ; he had a praying mother, 
one who ceased not, day or night, to implore a 
blessing upon her wayward son. She begged 
for salvation ; she believed that God was a cove- 
nant-keeping God, remembering mercy for thous- 
ands of generations of them that love Him and 
keep his commandments. This young man was 
most thoroughly awakened ; he was in great 
distress and sorrow ; he sunk down in despair. 
I endeavored, said the speaker, to assure him of 
Christ's willingness and ability to save ; I told 
him that the Lord Jesus was a great Saviour. 

"Ah! but I am a great sinner. He never 
will have mercy on me.'* 

" Hear his words, ' Him that cometh unto me, 
I will in no wise cast out.' ' I came not to call 
the righteous but sinners to repentance.' He is 
a great Saviour. He can save all." 

" All but me," said he, with deep despondency. 

" Not only, all but you, but he can save you 
also. Why should you not be as willing to re- 
ceive him as he is willing to receive you ? I 
tell you again that Christ is a great Saviour." 
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" But you don't know how great a sinner I 
am. Nobody knows." 

If Christ can save to the uttermost, that means 
that he can save you." 

And so I left him pondering and absorbed in 
thought over what I had last said. I felt assured 
he would soon make the great decision, and that 
the Holy Spirit was accomplishing his great work 
in his heart, and as I rode away, I turned around 
and said, ^^ Remember, though you are a great 
sinner Christ is a great Saviour,^'* 

The next morning I was riding near the same 
place, and J saw this young man running across 
the prairie towards me with fill his might. He 
came on with rapid strides. I concluded he had 
good news to communicate. 

He came up close to me, and out of breath, 
saying, " Do you see that bluff over yonder." 

" Yes, I see the bluff, what of it ?" 

" When you left me yesterday, I went over 
to a retired place at the foot of that bluff, and 
there I kneeled down and just poured out all 
my heart to Christ, and told him what a guilty 
wretch I was, and how sorry I was, and how I 
wished I might be forgiven, and I saw Jesus 
Christ right there." 

" Oh I you don't mean to say you saw him ?" 

^^ Yes, I do mean to say I saw him, and I 
have seen him ever since, and I walk in the 
light of his countenance, and the smiles of his 
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love. Ob ! you don't know what peace and 
joy I have since I first saw the Saviour." 

" You cannot mean that you saw him with 
your bodily eyes ?" 

Oh ! no, not that, not that. But a stronger 
kind of seeing than that, I really did see him, 
and I see him all the time. How full of com- 
passion, how pitying were his eyes as he looked 
on me, how melting were his words as he spoke 
to me, and told me my many sins were all for- 
given." 

'^ Then you see him by fiuth and you hear him 
by faith ?" 

" That is it, that is it ! My heart sees him, 
hears him, and oh ! how it loves him." 

** Then you have found him a great Saviour ?" 

"Yes, yes, so. great that he cannot be a 
greater, and now," said the young man, "I 
must go and tell my mother." His mother 
lived at some distance. 

"Mother," said the young man, when he 
came into her presence, " did you ever believe 
that Jesus Christ could have mercy on such a 
sinner as me." 

"Yes, my son, on just such a sinner as you. 
I know you have been a very wicked boy, but 
my son, the Lord Jesus is a great Saviour." 

" Oh ! mother he has had mercy on me, just 
such as I am, and you know what I am, and he 
has said he will forgive me." 
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" Ever since," said the gentleman, who we 
afterwards ascertained, waa the pastor, " this 
young convert has adorned his Christian profes- 
sion, and lives as seeing Jesus, who is invisible 
except to the eye of faith." 

" At two o'clock to-day," he continued, " I 
leave this city for my prairie home. I stand 
here for the first time and probably for the last 
time. Oh I let your prayers go with me that 
God would pour out his Spirit anew upon the 
people among whom I dwell. Pray for a revi- 
val among the people, and the conversion of 



"A HOPELESS WOMAN." 

So she signed her request for prayer. She 
said in it, that she feared she had sinned so 
grievously that she could not be forgiven. She 
was a widow with four children, and she feared 
that they all would go down to destruction 
together. One son was among her children; 
she feared for him, especially, that poverty would 
drive him to despair. All together, she thought 
their case was hopeless. She feared she should 
go mad. 

^' You most go to Jesus," said the visitor kind- 
ly, after hearing the mother speak of her despair. 

" Oh I sir, I do try. ^ do try, with all ray 
might," said she. 
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" No," said the visitor, " Yoa ai# not going 
to Jesus, I fear. Yoa are going to your trying 
— ^to your trying with all your might. This is 
not going to Jesus, It is just making a right- 
eousness of your trying. You must leave all 
this, and just go to Jesusw" 

She looked up, with a very intelligent look, 
for she is a very intellectual, cultivated woman, 
as if a new truth had flashed upon her mind, 
and said, ^^ perhaps I do not understand what 
going to Jesus is." 

" Perhaps you do not. Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, and he does not allow 
any salvation out of himself. If you go to Him, 
not trusting to your prayers, not to your tears, 
not to your trying with all your might, but 
simply and truly trusting to him, and to him 
alone, to save you, he can and will save." 

" Oh ! I see, I see," she replied, having evi- 
dently discovered the mistake of her own effort. 

"But must I not pray?" she asked, after 
cTome moments of deep silence. 

"Certainly," said the visitor, "you must 
pray, you must go to church, you must go to 
prayer-meeting. But only that you may find 
Christ in all these." 

" I will go and seek him, and nothing but him." 

In a moment all were upon their knees, and 
the visitor plead with earnestness that he woyld 
show himself unto this poor woman as he does 
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lot tin to the world. After prayer he took his 
leave. 

The ne.ct time he appeared in the meeting, 
he arose and said, I called, on my way here, 
npon the "hopeless woman,*' and she said all 
her burden was gone — all her despair. She 
found the Saviour as soon as she went to him, 
and only him. And now she is rejoicing with 
great joy. And I believe the Lord will give 
her and all her family to our faith and prayer. 



A clergyman said : " Coming out of a church 
one evening, a young man said to me, ' Do you 
go to the Fulton street prayer-meeting.* 

" ' Yes, I do,' I answered. 

" ' Well, when you return, will you ask the 
meeting to pray for me ?' 

" ' Yes, I will ; but will you pray for your- 
self?' 

"'I will.' 

" Will you come to my room at such an hour 
to-morrow morning ?' naming a very early hour. 

" ' I will,' said he. 

" Sure enough, punctual to his promise, at the 
very mqment, he st'>od at my door knocking." 
When he was in, he said, before sitting down or 
a word had passed : 

^' ^ Oh I I have not slept one moment during 
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this long night. I have been so disturbed and 
so anxious.' 

" ' Will you join with me, if I will pray for 
you?' 

" * I will,' said he. 

" ' Will you give yourself up to Jesus Christ 
from this very hour ?' 

"'I will.' 

" * When I have prayed, will you follow me 
in prayer, and pray for yourself?' 

" « I will,' he said. 

" * Let us pray,' said I, and we fell on our 
knees together. I first prayed that for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, God would pardon his sins, and 
speak peace to his soul at that very hour. 

" He followed me in prayer according to his 
promise, and I felt that the great transaction 
was done in which he gave himself to the Lord. 
The submission was made, and the victory of 
grace was gained over sin and the devil, and 
that young man, at the gray hour of the morn- 
ing, in that upper room in a hotel set his face 
towards the heavenly Mount Zion, and the new 
Jerusalem, the city of the Great King. And by 
and by I expect to meet him in the general 
assembly and Church of the First-Born, whose 
names are written in heaven. I come here to 
ask you to pray for that young man, that he 
may be kept through faith unto salvation." 
4 



"I WILL GIVE YOU EEST.''-Matt. xL 28. 

I HEARD the voice of Jesus say, 
Come unto me and rest ; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

Thy head upon my breast 
I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary, and worn, and sad, 

I found in him a resting-place, 

And he has made me glad. 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

Behold, I freely give 
The living water ; thirsty one, 

Stoop down and drink and live. 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving stream ; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revivedi 

And now I live in him. 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

I am this dark world's light, 
Look unto me, thy mom shall rise, 

And all thy day be bright. 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 

In him my Star, my Sun ; 
And in that light of life FU walk, 

Till traveling days are done. 



WHAT TO BELIEVE. 

Suppose a number of tho subjects of a wise 
and good king were, without any just cause, to 
rebel against him and take up arms to dethrone 
him ; they would, by that act, forfeit their lives. 
Still the sovereign, in his great clemency, is 
disposed to pardon them, and for that purpose 
sends out a proclamation declaring that all 
those who, before a fixed time, would come to 
him, lay down their arms, confess their offence, 
and sue for mercy, should be spared and re- 
stored to their privileges as citizens ; but that 
all found under arms, and who did not come 
and cast themselves upon the mercy of their 
sovereign, should be put to death. What, in 
this case, is the state of mind and act required 
in those who would be saved ? Faith. They 
must believe the proclamation to have been 
issued by the monarch, and that he will really 
fulfil his word ; they must not only believe the 
edict itself, but they must confide in the mon- 
arch ; this is faith in him. What is their war- 
rant or encouragement to go to him? His 
proclamation of mercy, and that alone; and 
not any convictions or desires of their own. 
If any one of the rebeb were desirous of return- 
ing, he would not say, " I am greatly encour- 
aged and truly warranted to go, and expect 
forgiveness because I am very anxious to be 

39 
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forgiven," for his desire of pardon of itself is 
no warrant to expect it ; but he would say, 
" My sovereign has bid me return, and prom- 
ised me pardon : I have his word, and I can 
trust him ; I will go, therefore, and confidently 
expect mercy." He goes, and although he 
knows that he has forfeited his life and de- 
served death, and brought himself under con- 
demnation, yet he is assured he shall be spared 
because the king has promised it, and he trusts 
in his veracity. This is faith. 

Does his faith merit forgiveness? No, but 
it insures it. Can the man boast that his 
works have saved him ? No ; he is saved by 
grace, through faith. But suppose, when he 
heard the proclamation of mercy, he was merely 
convinced of his sin, and in some measure sorry 
for it, and desired forgiveness, but did not go 
to his sovereign : suppose he were to say to 
himself, " I am afraid to go ; the prince is power- 
ful, being surrounded by his guards who could 
destroy me in a moment, and I have been such 
a ringleader in the rebellion that I cannot hope 
for mercy, although I long for it and would do 
any thing to obtain it." The time of mercy 
expires ; the man is taken with arms in his 
hands, and he is put to death. Does he deserve 
to die ? Yes, twice over : first for his rebellion^ 
and secondly for his unbelief. His want of 
faith, not his rebellion, was the actual cause of 
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his death. His sin would have been pardoned 
had he believed. His convictions, his sorrow, his 
tears, his desire after pardon, could not save him ; 
he had insulted his sovereign afresh, by doubting 
his veracity and disobeying his command. 

Awakened sinner, take heed that this is not 
your case. It is the ease of many. They are 
rebels against God, they are guilty of innumer- 
able sins. " God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." John 3 : 16. "It is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin 
ners." 1 Tim. 1 : 15. Thus runs the procla- 
mation of mercy : " Repent of sin, believe in 
Christ, expect salvation." Many do believe, 
and are saved ; but others, and there are mul- 
titudes, get no further than conviction ; they 
know they are sinners, they desire pardon, and 
even think they are willing to forsake their 
fiins, but they do not believe in Christ, they do 
not return to God by faith in his Son, indulg- 
ing a confident hope of forgiveness; they are 
afraid to go, saying their sins are too great to 
be. forgiven, or they are contented to remain 
in a state of conviction ; or, before they have 
trusted in Christ and experienced the joys of 
his salvation through faith, some worldly object 
draws off their attention from the Saviour, and 
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they sink into a state of carelessness, and grad- 
ually go back again to the world. 

You are never safe, reader, till you have 
^aith. Whatever may have been your tears, 
your convictions, prayers, or exercises of mind, 
you are under the sentence of the law and ex- 
posed to the wiath of God till you believe. If 
death come ui>on you before you have faith, 
you will as certainly and as deservedly perish 
as the rebel, who, though be had expressed his 
sorrow for his treason, had not come in and 
cast down his arms, and accepted the royal 
mercy. You are within the floodmark of 
divine vengeance till you have confided your 
soul to Christ. Can we be saved, if we are 
not justified? No. But we are "justified by 
faith," and '' have peace with God." Rom. 6 : K 
Can we be saved unless we are the children of 
God ? No. But " we are all the children of 
God, by faith in Christ Jesus." Gal. 3: 26. 
Can we be saved without sanctification ? No. 
Then " our hearts are purified by faith." When 
the jailer at Philippi asked with fear and trem- 
bling the question, "What shall I do to be 
saved ?" Paul replied, " Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Acts 
16 : 30, 31. When our Lord sent out his disci- 
ples, he said unto them, " Go ye into all the 
world, a id preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; 
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but he that believeth not, shall bo damned.^' 
Mark IG : 15, 16. It is also said, in another 
place, " He that believeth on him is not con- 
demned ; but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed on the 
name of the only begotton Son of God. He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him." John 
3: 18, 36. "He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness is himself: he that believ- 
eth not God hath made him a liar, because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of his 
Son." 1 John, 5:10. See then the importance, 
the tremendous importance, of faith in Christ. 
It is the hinge on which salvation turns ; it is 
that, without which all knowledge,. and all im- 
pressions, and all convictions, and all duties, 
will leave us short of heaven at last. Fix it 
deeply in your mind, therefore, that faith is 
THE SAVING GRACE, or hi Other words, it is that 
state of mind with which salvation is connected ; 
being brought into this state, you would be 
saved though you died the next hour, and with- 
out this you would not be saved, even had you 
been for years under the deepest concern. 

But you will probably wish to know a little 
more about this transcendently important state 
of mind ; and I shall therefore set before you, 

1. What you are to believe. Faith in gen- 
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eral means, a belief of whatever God has testi- 
fied in his word ; but faith in Christ means, the 
belief of what the Scripture saith of him, of his 
person, offices, and work. You are to believe 
that he is " the Son of God," " God manifest in 
the flesh," God-man, Mediator ; for how can a 
mere creature be your Saviour ? In faith, you 
conimit your soul to the Lord Jesus. What, 
into the hands of a mere creature ? The divin- 
ity of Christ is thus not merely an article of 
faith, but enters also inti^the foundation of hope. 
You are required to believe in the doctrine of 
atonement ; that Christ satisfied divine justice 
for human guilt, having been made a propitia- 
tion for our sins ; and that now his sacrifice and 
righteousness are the only ground or foundation 
on which a sinner can be accepted and acquitted 
before God. You are to believe that all, how- 
ever previously guilty and unworthy, are wel- 
come to God for salvation, without any exception 
or any difficulty whatever. You are to believe 
that God really loves the world, and is truly 
willing and waiting to fiave the chief of sinners, 
and that he therefore loves you ; and thus, in- 
stead of dwelling in the idea of a mere general 
or universal love, you aro to bring the matter 
home to yourself, and to believe that God has 
good-will towards you, has given Christ to die 
for you. You are a part of the world which 
God loved and for which Christ died, and you 
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are not to lose yourself in the crowd. You are 
not to consider the scheme of redemption as for 
any body or for every body besides yourself; 
but you are to give the whole an individual 
bearing upon yourself. You are to say, " God 
is well disposed towards me ; Christ is giyen 
for me, died for me as well as for others ; I am 
invited ; I shall be saved if I trust in Christ ; 
and I am as welcome as any one to Christ." 
Faith is not a belief in your own personal relig- 
ion — this is the assurance of hope — but it is a 
belief that God loves sinners, and that Christ 
died for sinners, and for you among the rest ; it 
is not a belief that you are a real Christian, but 
that Christ is willing to give you all the bless- 
ings included in that term ; it is the belief of 
something out of yourself, but still of something 
concerning yourself. The object of faith is the 
work of Christ for you, not the work of the 
Spirit in you. It is of great consequence that 
you should attend to this, because many are 
apt to confound these things. If I promise a 
man alms, and he really believes what I say, and 
expects relief, I, in the act of promising him, 
am the object of his faith, and not the state of 
his own mind in the act of believing. If there- 
fore you would have faith, or possessing it, 
would have it strengthened, you must fix and 
keep your eye on the testimony of Christ which 
you find in the gospel. 
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2. I will now show you how you are to believe. 
But is this necessary ? There is no mystery in 
faith when we speak of believing a fellow-crea- 
ture. When the rebel is required to believe in 
the proclamation of mercy sent out by his sove- 
reign, and to come and sue for pardon ; or when 
the beggar is required to believe in the promise 
of a benefactor who has tendered him relief, 
does it enter into his mind to ask how he is to 
believe ? What in each of these cases does faith 
mean? A belief that the promise has been 
made, and a confidence in the person who made 
it that he will fulfil his word. Behold then the 
whole mystery there is in faith. It is a belief 
that Christ really died for sinners, that all who 
depend upon him alone shall be saved ; and a 
trust in him for salvation. Yes, it is, if we may 
substitute another word as explanatory of faith, 
it is trust in Christ. Faith, and confidence in 
Christ, are the same thing. " I know whom I 
have believed," says the apostle, " and am per- 
suaded he is able to keep that which I have 
committed to him." 2 Tim. 1 : 12. Believing, 
being persuaded, and the act of committing, are 
the same act ; they all mean faith. It is to rest 
upon the word and work of Christ for salvation 5 
to depend upon his atonement and righteous- 
ness, and upon nothing else, for acceptance with 
God ; and really to expect salvation because he 
has promised it. If there be no expectation. 
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there is no faith ; for fsdth in a man's promise 
necessaiily implies expectation of its fulfilment. 
This, then, is faith — looking for or expecting 
salvation for the sake of Chnst's work alone, 
and because God has promised it. 

If you want another illustration, take the case 
of the serpent-bitten Israelites. Num. 21 : 4, 9 ; 
John 3 : 14. The people who were stung were 
commanded to look on the brazen serpent. 
Those who really beUeved the promise that such 
an act would be followed with healing, went 
out and looked at the appointed means of re- 
lief: their looking was their believing ; and 
what did that look imply ? Expectation. They 
who did not look, did not expect healing ; and 
they who did look, expected relief. If there- 
fore you are not brought to expect salvation, 
you do not believe, for as soon as you really be- 
lieved you would indulge the expectation of sal- 
vation. " Faith is the substance," or confident 
expectation, " of things hoped for." Heb. 11:1. 
Expectation of salvation for Christ's sake alone, 
and because he has promised it, being faith, faith 
may be said to be weak or strong in proportion 
as our expectation is more or less confident, and 
free from doubts and fears. 

3. When is a sinner to believe? Strange 
question ! and yet one that it is necessary to 
answer, because it is sometimes asked. Suppose, 
if when you promised alms to a poor starving 
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beggar, or forgiveness to a person that had in- 
jured you, either of these persons were to ask, 
" When am I to believe your promise ?" would 
you not feel some surprise at the question ? The 
very nature of the case suggests the propriety 
and necessity of immediate faith. Your veracity 
is as great at that moment as it ever will be, and 
therefore demands instant confidence. Suppose 
the beggar were to say, " I do not yet sufiiciently 
feel my poverty to believe you now ; but when 
I am more pinched with hunger, I will take you 
at your word and come." Would not this be 
exceedingly preposterous ? And yet this is the 
very conduct of many persons in reference to 
Christ and faith in him for salvation. They 
know that trust in .him alone is necessary to sal- 
vation, that they must at length come ; but they 
seem to regard it rather as an exercise or state 
of mind to which they are to be brought at some 
future time, and by some means, they know not 
how, than as a duty to be immediately performed. 
Their inward feeling is a hope that they shall 
have faith some time or other, without ever once 
imagining that they are required at once, and 
without delay, to commit their soul to Christ. 

Do, reader, reflect upon this matter, this ne- 
cessity of instantly believing. Are you now a 
sinner ? You know you are. Can you do any 
thing now or hereafter, without divine aid, to 
save yourself? You know you cannot. Is 
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Christ now a Saviour, able and willing to savo 
you now ? You know he is. Will he be more 
able or willing to save you a month or a year 
hence, than he is at this moment ? Certainly 
not. Does he say, " Come unto me, not now, 
but at some future time ; believe me, but not 
yet ; trust in me after a while ?" You know he 
does not. Every invitation, every promise, every 
encouragement, relates to the present moment. 
The words of Scripture are, " To-day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. 
Come, for all things are ready. He is w^aiting 
to be gracious." What prevents, but that you 
now, as you read this, believe in Christ ? What 
hinders you, except your own unwillingness, 
from this moment trusting in the Lord Jesus for 
salvation ? What, now ? you say, still startled 
at the idea of insUmtly taking to your anxious 
bosom the sweet and cheering hope of salvation, 
" Why not now ?" I ask. " Would God," you 
are ready to say, " I could, for I have no peace 
of mind : I feel that I am a sinner, and yet am 
distressed at times that I do not feel this enough. 
I am agitated and perplexed, for I have no rea- 
son to hope my sins are forgiven. I cannot ap- 
proach God as a reconciled Father ; on the con- 
trary I am afraid of him, and fear if I were to 
die I should not meet him in peace." * 

Permit me here to remind you, that you never 
5 
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can be at peace till you have faith ; peace is the 
fruit of faith. Observe what the apostle has 
said : " In whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory." 1 Pet. 1:8. It is said of 
the Philippian jailer, " he rejoiced, believing in 
God." Acts 16 : 34. You never can have settled 
peace of mind, except it be a false peace, till 
you believe in Christ : you are seeking it in vari 
ous ways, and occasionally obtain a short pause 
to your solicitude by prayer, by hearing sermons, 
by dwelling on what you suppose are evidences 
of your conversion, by lully purposing to leave 
off your sins and to serve God more entirely. 
But notwithstanding all this, you are not in pos- 
session of settled comfort. Your joy is more 
like an occasional flash from a taper in a dark 
night, than steady sunshine ; so that sometimes 
you are ready to give up religion altogether, 
and turn back again to the world ; for you seem 
to be as far from comfort as ever. But stop 
and ask this question, ^^ Am I seeking peace in 
the right way ? Have I ever yet really, fully, 
and entirely believed in Christ ? Have I truly 
committed my soul to him, and expected salva- 
tion according to his promise ?" What is it to 
give peace to a sinner feeling the burden of guilt 
upon his conscience ? What is it to relieve his 
distress ?' Nothing but faith in Christ ; not the 
faith itself, but the object which faith looks at, 
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which is Christ. Many are saying, " If I did but 
know that I had faith, or if I could feel my faith 
stronger, I could then rejoice." But this is 
seeking peace in faith itself, instead of seeking 
it by faith in Christ. Faith is not our Saviour, 
but only the eye that looks to him, the foot that 
goes to him, the hand that receives him. 

Take an illustration : Imagine that you were 
afflicted with some dangerous disease, and anxi- 
ous for recovery ; in the midst of your solicitude, 
and after trying all kinds of remedies without 
effect, a physician comes in and says, " I have 
brought you an infallible cure for your com- 
plaint ; it has cured thousands, and will most 
certainly cure you." What would be the effect 
of this communication upon you ? Just accord- 
ing to the state of your mind in reference to the 
report which the physician gives of his medi- 
cine. If your anxiety about recovery, and your 
fear of not obtaining a cure, were greater than 
your faith, you would gain no peace ; the want 
of confidence in the medicine would keep you 
in deep solicitude. But suppose you were to 
believe the statement of your medical friend, 
and had full confidence in the remedy, what then 
would be the effect of the report ? You would 
immediately rejoice ; you would not wait till you 
had taken the medicine, and till you felt yourself 
cured, before your solicitude was relieved ; no, 
but as soon as you believed in the efficacy of the 
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remedy you would say, "Joyful news ; I am to be 
healed, and restored to health." Now, what in this 
case relieves you from your solicitude, and gives 
you comfort ? The statement of your friend, or in 
other words, faith in that statement. The good 
news of a coming cure, believed by you, makes you 
glad. It i^ not the act of believing that you rejoice 
in, but the statement believed. You would imme- 
diately take the medicine ; and then when you ex- 
perienced its healing influence you would rejoice 
still more. Your joy in this case would be of two 
kinds : the first is the joy of faith, in the assur* 
ance that you would be cured ; the second is the 
joy of experience, in finding that you are cured. 
Apply this to the case of a sinner who feels his 
miserable condition under the power and guilt 
of sin. In his anxiety he tries various methods 
to obtain relief: he leaves off sin, and tries to 
be good ; but a sense of unpardoned sin still 
lies upon his heart, and he is far off from settled 
comfort. In this situation, Christ the physician 
of souls comes to him in the message of the gos- 
pel, and says, " My blood cleanseth from all sin, 
and my Spirit can renew and sanctify the hardest 
and most polluted heart ; look to me, and thou 
shalt be saved." What is the duty of the sin- 
ner in this case ? Immediately and fully to be- 
lieve, and 'at once, as the evidence and necessary 
fruit of his faith, to rejoice. If he really does 
believe, he will rejoice ; and if he do not re- 
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joice, it is beiause he does not believe. He is 
not to wait tii he is saved, before he takes com- 
fort ; but he is to take comfort in the first place, 
in believing that there is a Saviour, and that he 
may be saved. He is not to wait for his comfort 
till he feels that he is justified, renewed, and 
sanctified ; for how can he come to this state un- 
less he believes ? His first comfort must be the 
joy of faith, and this he must take to himself 
at once ; the joy of experience comes afterwards. 
He must first rejoice in the promise of spiritual 
healing, and then afterwards he will rejoice in 
the sense of healing. When the Jews who were 
pricked to the heart by Peter's sermon, cried 
out in agony, " What shall we do ?" he replied, 
" Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sin: then they that gladly received the word 
were baptized." Acts 2 : 37, 41. They gladly 
received the word, that is, they believed the 
promise, and were made glad. Here was imme- 
diate faith, producing instant joy : they did not 
wait till they felt they were saved, but rejoiced 
at once. Now observe another case : Paul, in 
one of his epistles, says, ^^ Our rejoicing is this, 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our conversation in the world." 2 Cor. 1:12. 
Here is the joy of experience. It is the peace of be- 
lieving that the inquirer has to do with ; and is it 
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not cause enough of delight that God has so lovevl 
the world, and you as a part of the world, as to 
give his Son for your salvation ; that you are in- 
vited ; that Christ is able and willing to save ? 
But still you cling to the idea, that if you could 
be sure you believed, you would be comforted ; 
if you had evidence of faith, you would take peace. 
Then it would be these evidences that would com- 
fort you, and not the work of Christ, 

It is also of importance that you should clearly 
understand that you are never in a state of faith, 
if you are not brought to some degree of comfort 
— if you still feel the load of guilt upon your con- 
science, and all its tormenting fears in your mind 
— if you are still anxiously asking the question, 
" What shall I do to be saved ?" If you are still 
afraid of God, if you still are without any hope of 
forgiveness, you do not believe; for genuine faith, 
even though it were not a full assurance, would in 
some measure relieve you from this anxiety. It is 
very common for persons to say they believe, an4 
yet have no comfort ; and then they are asking, 
" Why am I not at peace ?" Because you really 
do not believe in Christ ; you are deceiving your- 
self. It is faith, genuine faith, you want ; you do 
not yet really trust in Christ ; you do not yet truly 
believe the glad tidings of salvation ; for can any 
man believe glad tidings concerning himself, and 
yet not be made glad by them ? Believe then, 
believe truly, believe now, and eater into peace. 
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THAT SAD FACE! 

I WAS traveling some time ago. Amongst 
my fellow-passenger^ were an aged general, a 
major, an aged lady, a sister of mercy or nun, 
and a young girl, who, from her agitation, I 
feared, was being tempted from her home to 
take the veil. A more sad face than that of the 
unhappy looking nun was seldom seen. As I 
looked at her I thought if she had but peace 
with God, oh, how her misery would be turned 
into joy. I sat longing for an opportunity to 
tell her of the finished work of Christ. By and 
bye she felt for her ticket — she could not find 
it. I helped her to seek it. At last she found 
it, after much excitement, in her cloak sleeve. 
I then said, " It would be a fearful thing at the 
end of the journey of life to find that we were 
without the passport to heaven." "Indeed it 
would," she replied. I said, " Can you tell me 
what the passport is to the holy presence of 
God ?" " A good conscience," she replied. I 
said again, " God says in His word that * there 
is none righteous, no not one,' *■ that there is no 
difference, for all have sinned and como short of 
the glory of God.' Will you then tell me how a 
sinner can have a good consciences^ The nun 
was quite at a loss to know how to answer this 
question. " I should think you ought to know," 
said the aged lady at my left, and pointing to 
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the Word of God in my hand, she said, " That 
book will tell you." " You are quite right," I 
said. " This book tells me that ' the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses me from all sin,' 
that every believer has ' boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus.' It tells mo 
my sins abs forgiven for His name's sake, that 
believers have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace. 

" What !" said the major, " you do not mean 
to say that a man may know in this world, that 
his sins are forgiven, I cannot think that a man 
can be quite sure of that." " Certainly, Major ; 
and now let me give you an illustration in your 
own line. Suppose your regiment in rebellion, 
and you give yourself up to make reconciliation 
for your men, telling them that if you do not 
succeed you shall never return, but that if you 
do return, they may be quite sure of their par- 
don the moment they see you — ^that the recon- 
ciliation will then have been made. Now sup- 
pose you do thus make a complete and satisfac- 
tory reconciliation — you do return ; and you call 
your regiment on parade and_ announce a free 
pardon to every soldier, and now a man steps up 
and says, ' I suppose, your honor, I must not be 
quite sure that what you Bay is trueJ* Now, 
Major, would you not consider that an insult ?" 
" That is right," says the old general. 
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" And now if it is an insult to doubt the word 
of a fallible man, what is it to doubt the testi- 
mony of the infallible God ? Has not the blessed 
Jesus given Himself the propitiation for sin, * to 
make reconciliation for the sins of the people ?' 
*He died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures, and He was buried^ and He rose again the 
third day,' He never could have returned from 
the cold chambers of the dead, if the reconcilia- 
tion had not been perfectly made. But believers 
can say with triumph, * He was raised from the 
dead for our justification ; therefore being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.' Do you not see, Major, 
your return to your regiment would be a proof 
that reconciliation was made ? And the resur 
rection of Christ is God's proof that the atoning 
work of Christ is perfectly finished. And if 
your own word should be enough for your men 
to believe, what can I want more than the Word 
of God ? God hath raised up that very Jesus 
who groaned and bled on the cross beneath the 
weight of my sins and guilt. And that is not 
all. That very Jesus is gone up on high, and 
sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
This is what gives me the answer of a good 
conscience." 

" Major, would you not be happy now if yqu 
knew your sins were forgiven ?" " Oh }es, in- 
deed, nothing on this earth could make me so 
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happy." And then addressing the mm, I said, 
" And would not you be happy, if you also knew, " 
like the believing Ephesians, that God had for 
Christ's sake forgiven your sins ?" She said, " I 
do not know how to answer you." A commer- 
cial man now spoke : '* I have no doubt that a 
man is justified, as you have said by faith ; but 
will you tell me when a man may conclude with 
certainty and safety that he is saved ?" " That 
is a very important inquiry," said L " Many 
make a fatal mistake by concluding, because they 
have passed through a religious excitement, that 
they may hope they are saved. There is no 
safety in such a conclusion. Bat when a person 
sees himself so great a sinner that there is no 
remedy for him but death, and that God has met 
his need as a sinner in the death of Christ, and 
that being risen from the death the sinner de- 
served. He is now his justification and life — in 
plain words when stripped of all dependance on 
himself, he is brought by the Spirit of God to 
TEUST alone in Christ, he may then conclude with 
certainty and safety that he is saved." 

Yes, be sure as the word of the living God. 
" Be it known unto you that through this man, 
Christ Jesus is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins, and by Him aU that believe are jus- 
tified from all things from which they could not 
be justified by the law of Moses." It must be 
all Christ or no Christ at all. 
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I WAS earnestly requested to visit a young 
man, who, it was feared, was sinking in con- 
sumption. I asked in what state of mind he 
was. " Sullen," was the reply, " and unapproach- 
able ; very/iverse to spiritual conversation." 

I went to see him as desired, and began by 
asking kindly after his state of health. I then 
went on to speak of Christ and salvation. He 
stopped me at once. " Do not torment me," he 
said, " before the time." Then, observing the 
astonishment expressed in my countenance, he 
added, '^ I do not speak from profaneness, but 
from despair. I have tried religion, and can 
make nothing of it. Do leave me alone." 

On being pressed to be more communicative, 
he went on to say, " When I first became seri- 
ously ill, a kind friend called on me. He told 
me that I must repenU I asked what repentance 
was. He said that it was sorrow for sin, love to 
God, and a desire to serve Him. I asked him 
how I was to obtain such a grace. He said 
that it was the gift of God, and that I must 
pray for it. I set myself to do so in right earn- 

59 



60 ONE WHO FOlfND MKRCT. 

est, for I was afraid of going to hell. Never 
having been used to pray, I felt it strange at 
first. . I got a book of prayers, and made use of 
them many times a day. And when I desisted 
from weariness, a friend used to continue them 
beside me. Often have I fallen asleep from 
utter exhaustion, lulled by the sound of his 
voice." 

" For what were you praying all this time ?" 
I asked. " That God would have mercy on me," 
was his answer ; " give me faith and true repent- 
ance, and forgive me my sins. My spiritual 
adviser commended my diligence, and said that 
God would certainly hear me ; and I had got so 
accustomed to spiritual exercises and devotional 
language, that I really hoped that He had heard 
me, and that I was a changed man. Shall I tell 
you how I was undeceived ? I felt better for 
about a week, and thought that I was going to 
recover. And with my better health all my old 
tastes revived. Seeing a Sporting Magazine 
lying on my table, I could not conceal from my- 
self the interest with which I regarded it, and 
the feeling of nausea with which I looked at the 
Bible and Prayer-book at its side. It was a 
moment of terrible agony. ' I am utterly un- 
changed,' I said to myself — ' as far from repent- 
ance as ever. Were I restored to health again, 
I should return to my old ways. I shall pray 
no more,' I added with bitter tears. ' It profits 
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me Dothing.' On this resolve I have acted ever 
since. I try to make myself as happy as my 
circumstances permit, by banishing all thoughts 
of a future which now I cannot brighten or 
improve. It was on this account that I stopped 
you when you began to speak. I will hear no 
more about repentance ; why should I ? / can- 
not repent /" 

I heard this sad confession to an end without 
attempting to interrupt the speaker. And when 
the heart had unburdened its load of misery, I 
said, quietly and affectionately, " I was not going 
to speak about repentance at present." 

" Not going to speak about repentance !" he 
said ; " of what, then, were you going to speak ?" 

" Of the infinite love of God," I replied, " and 
His forgiving mercy." 

" Yes," he rejoined impatiently, " His love to 
the believer — His mercy to the penitent, I have 
told you already that I do not belong to that 
favored class." 

" You mistake me," I replied ; " I would 
speak of God's love to the ungodly^ and His* 
mercy to the sinner,^'* 

" You do not mean to say that God loves me 
as I am^^ he said. 

" I do indeed mean to say so," was my solemn 
and earnest response. " Our Lord Jesus says 
that ' God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son.' And His apostle has told 
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US its character: 'The whole world lieth in 
wickedness.' You cannot be worse than of the 
vjorldy and lying in wickedness. Neither can you 
be worse than dead in sin. But Paul says, 
* God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins.' Once more : you cannot be worse 
than an enemy of God. But Christ says to his 
people, ' Love your enemies, that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven.' 
So then, if you belong to the world — if with 
that world you have hitherto lain in wickedness 
— if you are dead in sin, and God's enemy, you 
are of those whom God loves." 

He looked at me with surprise. ** And what," 
he asked, " about God's pardoning mercy — how 
is it to be obtained ?" 

"Forgiving love," I replied, "is what is 
shown out in the Cross of Jesus. He ' suffered, 
the just for the unjusC ' He died for the un- 
godly.^ * While we were yet sinners^ Christ died 
for us.' The announcement of his death is not 
to the believing and penitent ; but to the sinner, 
that he may believe ; and that believing, he may 
repent. And so it is with regard to forgiveness 
through his blood. It is God's message to the 
sinner — His message to you now. Obtained for 
us already by a Saviour's death, and honestly 
proclaimed in the blessed Gospel, it waits only 
your acceptance to make it your9 for ever " 
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Ah I went on to explain these truths in further 
detail, he listened with increasing astonishment. 
At last he said, ^^ I always thought that God 
could not love me, till I was brought to a better 
state. And that made me so anxious to repent." 

" There," I replied, " was just your iristake. 
God loves you now. If you wan^ to know how 
much, the Cross will tell you. Let me get your 
mind filled with this one thought, and my visit 
has not been in vain." 

Whek next I saw him, it needed no effort to 
introduce the once-hated subject. He was deeply 
interested. '^ What you said when last here," 
he exclaimed, as I entered the room, ^' has never 
left my mind. When I turn my eyes in that 
direction, I see a bright light, and it enlarges on 
my vision. But there are many difficulties. If 
God loves ns as we are, what is the use of 
repentance ?" 

" Kepentance, my friend," I replied, " is re- 
turn to God. You have read the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. Had that prodigal been told 
whilst living among the swine, that his father 
still loved him, and longed to welcome him 
back, would he have said, Then I need not 
return ?" 

^^ Most certainly not !" replied the sick man, 
*' he would have found in such a message every 
possible encouragement to return." 



"64 ONE WHO FOUND MERCT. 

" And so it should be with you," I said ; " the 
assurance of God's love contained in the blessed 
Gospel, should encourage you to return to Him 
with your whole heart. You remember that 
beautiful hymn : 

" Just as I am — tby love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down ; 
Now to be thine — yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come." 

" What is the meaning of such language ?'* 
he asked earnestly ; " what is it to return to 
God ?" 

" It is to look tp Him," I said, " as the object 
of our entire confidence and affection — to sur- 
render our hearts to Him as our Father. The 
blessed Gospel reveals His fatherly name, and 
declares His paternal grace ; and if you believe 
what it reveals, your heart will be thus surren- 
dered to Him." 

He caught at the word " believe." " Tell me 
about faith," he said ; " what is it ?" 

" Faith," I replied, " may be described both 
negatively and positively. It is not making 
God a liar ; it is giving Him credit for speaking 
the truth. When He says that He loves ns, 
that Christ died for us, that there is forgivoness 
through his precious blood, it is believin'^ that 
these things are so, because He says so." 

" Is that all ?" he eagerly inquired. 
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*' Yes," I answered " it is all." 

He seemed very much astonished. '^ I always 
thought," he said, *^ that faith was some good 
quality, and that when I was possessed of it, 
God would love me. And that was the reason 
why I asked Him to give me faith." 

" There," I replied, " was again your mistake. 
Faith is simply the belief of what God is to 
you already, and what He has done for you in 
His dear Son." 

^' Then you mean to say that God looks upon 
me now in love ; that His message to me now is 
one of forgiving mercy." 

" Yes," I answered, *' look to Him who loves 
you, and be saved. Hear His word of mercy, 
and your soul shall live." 

He seemed lost in thought for a while. Then 
looking up, he said, ^^ How is it then that any 
perish ?" 

" You have your answer," I replied, " from 
Psalm Ixxxi. 11, * Israel would none of me.^ Men 
will not have Christ's mercy; they shut him 
out ; and to be far from him, is to perish. To 
receive Christ into the heart, is salvation. And 
because faith in God's love to us, opens our 
hearts to Him, we are saved by faith." 

Thus ended our second interview. 

A FEW days after, I was sent for suddenly. 
I feared that the young man was^ dying ; but a 
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blessed uurprise awaited me. lie received me 
with a beaming oountenance. " I really think," 
he said, " that I have found repentance." On 
being asked to tell me all, he continued : " As 
I lay awake last night, I fell into a pleasing train 
of thought. All that you had told me of God 
came before my mind, and I felt enabled to be- 
lieve it. His love appeared a blessed reality. 
I thought on all He had done — how He had 
sent His dear Son to bear my sins — how He 
had raised him from the dead for me, and glori- 
fied him — ^how He had given ^to me eternal life 
in him ; and my heart was melted. For the 
first time in my life, I felt what real prayer was ; 
lye, and praise, too. My heart sang, ' Oh, thou, 
my soul, bless God the Lord ;' I called on Him 
as a Father; I poured out before Him the 
grateful heart of a child. I then began to re 
view my past life. I saw that whilst God had 
been loving me, I had been hating Him ; whilst 
He had been preparing salvation for me, I had 
been trampling on Him. And, oh, how I loathed 
— ^how I now loathe myself! And when I look 
at the Cross, and see Him still pacified towards 
me, I cannot open my mouth because of my 
shame." He paused from excess of emotion. 
" Oh, sir," he said, " what is this feeling ?" 

" My friend," said I, grasping his hand with 
indescribable joy and thaukfulness, ^4t is be- 

1»EJNTANCE UNTO LIFE." 
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** Why did I not find this repentance before," 
he asked, " when I prayed for it so earnestly ?" 

" Becanse you did not know what produced 
it. You were seeking repentance to lead to 
goodness. The Bible speaks of the goodness 
of God leading to repentance. God's blessed 
Spirit has now taught you to believe in this 
goodness. And the repentance has followed." 

The sequel is soon told. No cloud was after 
this permitted to darken his emancipated spirit. 
" Hear a dying man's testimony," he said to the 
members of his family as they stood around his 
bed : " it is nothing to die, when Christ is with 
us." To me his last words were, " I die, rejoic- 
ing in the mercies of my God and Saviour." 

I called on the day after his death, and was 
taken by the parents to the apartment where 
the body of their loved one lay. That apart- 
ment had hallowed memories. We had spoken 
in it of God and His love — of Christ and his 
sacrifice, and of forgiveness through his precious 
blood. It was a lovely Summer evening, and 
the rays of the descending sun illumined the 
face of the departed. The windows were open, 
giving entrance to the song of the birds, and to 
the delicious scent of the new-mown hay ; just 
the scene which might have inspired the lines : 
" The setting dun Biuiles fair, 

And all below, and nil above. 
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The diff< rent forms of natare wear 
One universal garb of love." 

It seemed no inapt emblem of the eternal and 
blessed peace into which that once-tossed spiiit 
had now in mercy entered. 

This little narrative is designed for all, but 
especially for the dying. Numberless dying 
beds are made miserable by the sad mistake in 
which the subject of it was at first involved. 
" My poor husband," said a widowed woman to 
me, '^ had all his hard work to do at the last ; 
he strove, oh, how earnestly ! to be reconciled 
to God." This hard work, this .earnest striving, 
was after the faith and penitence, which the 
dying man hoped would move God to be graci- 
ous to bim. Such striving ends in sadness and 
despair ; unless, indeed, it heals the souFs hurt 
slightly, by imparting a confidence which is pre- 
sumptuous and vain. And what darkens a dying 
hour, casts its shadow over life also. Many sin- 
cere and well-intentioned persons pass their 
whole lives in bondage. They imagine that 
repentance and faith are some difficult attain- 
ments which are first to be realized, and that 
then God will love them and look on them in 
mercy. But who shall tell them that their re- 
pentance and faith are sufficient for this desired 
end? "How much must a man repent that 
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God may be gracious to him ?" was once asked 
the great moralist, Dr. Johnson. " Err on the 
safe side," was his reply: "better repent too 
much than too little." Such counsel only mis- 
leads. Understand, beloved reader, you cannot 
repent at all till you know that God loves you, 
not as a penitent, but as a sinner — that the Cross 
is the expression of that love — and that through 
the blood of that Cross, which has met all the 
demands of God's righteousness, you have free 
access to God as a Father. Such goodness — if 
you will believe it — will melt your heart, and 
teach you to repent indeed. It will be the joy 
of your life, an«l wiJl make your service one of 
glorious liberty, xv w lil sastain your heart in 
the solemn hour of death. And when death is 
past, it will remain your all-satisfying portion 
for ever. 

HOPE FOR THE HOPELESS. 

At the Daily Prayer-meeting, Fulton Street, 
New York, there has been a large attendance of 
young men. 

On a late occasion a request for prayer was 
read which moved all hearts. It was understood 
to be from one there present, who represented 
his case to be hopeless to the last degree. He 
had become intemperate. His friends had given 
him up for lost. He had given himself over, and 
he seemed to be doomed to perish. No power 
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but the power of God could quench this soul- 
destroying appetite for drink, by reason of which 
his very being was consumed. No tears, or 
prayers, or resolutions avail any thing for a single 
moment. They are all broken through by this 
terrible thirst. " Will you pray for me to-day 
in the meeting," said the writer, " that I may 
be delivered from the power of the destroyer 
before my eternal doom is sealed, and I lie down 
in a drunkard's grave and a drunkard's hell ?" 

Very earnest prayer followed the reading of 
this request, in which it was asked that God 
would give the power, through faith in Jesus, 
to this poor yomig man, and by simple reliance 
upon Him, to overcome and resist the tempta- 
tion, and " bring his soul into a wealthy place." 

After prayer, a young man arose and said, " I 
have been coming to these meetings about two 
weeks, and for the encouragement of the young 
man who makes this request for prayer, I ask 
your indulgencea few minutes to tell you 
how the Lord has dealt with me. They have 
been two weeks of the richest experience of the 
Divine goodness and grace. 

'^ Two weeks ago I was a hopeless drunkard 
— a poor, lost man I was. My friends had made 
every possible effort to reclaim me, but with no 
avail. I had often resolved, with many tears, to 
break away from the cruel bondage in which I 
was bound. I took upon myself the most solemn 
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VOWS that I would reform. What were resolu- 
tioDS and vows before such an inexorable enemy 
as mine! I could not stand to them a mo- 
ment. At last I gave myself up to perish. There 
was no hope for me. I was given up, too, of 
all the world. In this state of despair I went 
down to the Fishing Banks one day. There I 
was attracted by the very pleasing countenance 
of a young man. I knew he must be a poor 
man, and a fisherman by profession. He helped 
me to understand the art of fishing. There was 
a world of happiness in his face. I loved to look 
at it. At last out of gratitude for the little fa- 
vors which he showed me, a perfect stranger, I 
took out my flask of liquor and offered him to 
drink. * No,' he said, ' I never taste intoxicating 
drink, and I ask the Lord Jesus to help me never 
to touch it.' I looked at him with surprise, and 
inquired, 'Are you a Christian ?' ' Yes, I trust 
I am,' he said. *And does Jesus keep you from 
drinking intoxicating liquor?' 'He does; and 
I never wish to touch it.' That short answer 
set me to thinking. In it was revealed a new 
power. I went home that night, and said to 
myself as I went, How do I know but Christ 
would keep me from drinking if I would ask 
him? When I got to my room I thought over 
my whole case, and then I knelt down and told 
the Lord Jesus, just as I would tell you, what a 
poor, miserable wretch I was ; how I had strug- 
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gled against my appetite, and had always been 
overcome by it. I told him if he would take 
that appetite away, I would give myself up to 
him, to be his for ever, and I would for ever love 
and serve him. I told him I felt assured that he 
could help me, and that he would. Now I stand 
here, and I tell you all most solemnly that Jesus 
took me at my word. He did take away my ap- 
petite then and there, so that, from that sacred 
moment of my casting myself on his help, I have 
not tasted a drop of liquor, nor desired to taste 
it. The old appetite is gone, and I tell you, 
moreover, that I gave myself to Jesus in that 
very hour, and I received him as a power in my 
soul against every enemy of my salvation, and 
he saves me in his infinite grace. I came at once 
to these meetings. I have been coming every 
day for two weeks, and oh, what happy weeks ! 
I am delivered through the power of Jesus from 
the awful destruction which was before me. 
Such has been the method of my relief." The 
young man speaking was known to some in the 
meeting as belonging to a distinguished law- 
firm of New York, 

Another gentleman immediately arose, and 
said he had a few words to say to the despairing 
young man in the meeting. " I have been two 
years living by the power of Jesus above the 
same evils with which he is beset, and by which 
I was once surrounded. 'No man has been 
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nearer hell th«in I have, and yet escaped from it. 
Years and years I lay at the very mouth of the 
awful pit. I was given over to destruction by 
my best friends and by myself. We said — ' This 
trying to reform is of no use. It fails so often, 
that we must believe the failure final.' One day 
as I was working in the field to earn a little 
money to keep from starving, I took out my 
bottle, without which I thought I could not live, 
and I said to some one, ' For days I have not 
lived on any thing only what I get out of this 
bottle. I cannot live so. I cannot live with this 
vile drink, and I cannotlive without it, and what 
am I to do ? I should like to know that. What 
is a poor wretch like nae to do ?' ' Why do you 
not ask help from God ?' said some one. I had 
never thought of it. It was like life from the- 
dead to cast myself on the help of Jesus. I closed 
an agreement with him, by which he became- 
mine and I became his. This was two years ago. 
What a glorious change for me 1 What happy 
years these have been for me ! My family are 
happy — my business prospers. I am now a 
member of a Christian church. All my relations 
in life are changed, and all because I depend on 
Jesus. My love of liquor is gone ; all is changed. 
For a time my old companions in drink tried to 
win me back ; but they have long since given it 
up, and I have won some of them to> Jesus. I 
cannot tell you how happy I am. All this comes 
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of living by faith on Jesus." This gentleman's 
voice has been often heard in the prayer-meet- 
ing, but until now he had never told the ex- 
perience, through which he had been called to 
pass, and the dreadful evils from which he had 

escaped. 

There is a line, by us unseen. 

That crosses every path, 
The hidden boundary betw^een 

God's patience and his wrath. 

To pass that limit is to die. 

To die as if by stealth ; 
It does not quench the beaming eye, 

Nor pale the glow of health. 

The conscience may be still at ease, 

The spirit light and gay. 
That which is pleasing still may please, 

And can be thrust away. 

Oh 1 where is this mysterious bourne 

By which our path is crossed ; 
Beyond which God himself hath sworn 

That he who goes is lost ? 

How far ma^ we go on to sin ? 

How long will God forbear ? 
Where does hope end, and where begio 

The confines of despair ? 

An answer from the skies is sent,— 

" Ye that from God depart. 
While it is called to day^ repent, 

And h<ird«»n nr»f vour heart." 



The late General Rice stood by the side of a 
dying sergeant, and said to him, '^ We shall soon 
halt. We shall not march much farther to-day." 

" So early ?" said the soldier, "Are we going 
into bivouac before night ?" 

" Yes, sergeant," said the General, " the march 
is nearly over. The bugle call will soon sound 
the halt." 

"Ah ! do you mean I am soon to die ?" 

" Yes, soon to die." 

" Well, General, I am glad I am to die. I 
want to hsAt. I u;an/ to be with Christ. The march 
has not been long, but I want to be with my 
Saviour." 

The General read the prayer for the dying. 
The soldier responded, "Amen." To his sister, 
he said, " Do not grieve ; do not weep. I am 
going to Christ. Tell my mother," as he took 
a ring from his finger and kissed it, " that this is 
for her, and that I loved her in dying." He took 
another ring from bis finger, and kissed it, and 
said, " Give this to her to show my heart is 
pledged, and tell her to come to me in heaven." 
Turning to the General, he said, " Tell my com- 
rades of the army — ^the brave army of the Poto- 
mac — that I died for the good old flag." His 
last words. The blood trickled down. He 
rested. His bivouac was in heaven. 
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The following tract is a reprint of an English 
publication, illustrated with incidents of Ameri- 
can Christian experience. The design of this 
little work is to make the way of salvation plain 
to the apprehension of the humblest mind. Our 
highest interest lies in our knowledge of the way 
of eternal life, and our immediate entrance upon 
it. Many are blinded and walk in darkness, who 
profess to be seeking after the light, and many 
more go about to establish their own righteous- 
ness. But the righteousness of God is by faith 
in Jesus Christ. Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done shall we ever enter the 
kingdom of heaven. We must honor and exalt 
the name of Jesus above every name. To Him 
every knee must bow, and every tongue confess 
that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
Our confidence must be in his blood as cleans- 
ing us from all sin. 

A stranger was lately dying at a hotel in this 
city. A clergyman was called to administer to 
him the consolations of the gospel, which are 
suitable to every sinner's case. He had been a 
backslider, though a professor of religion — a 
wanderer from the fold. But he came back to 
the care of the good Shepherd. He came back 
to the blood that cleanses. When asked if he 
could rely on the blood of Christ as the only 
means of salvation, he answered, with great em- 
phasis : " Yes ; and on no other BLOOD." 

76 



THE TRUE GROUND OF PEACE. 



** When I sec the blood I will pass over you.*— Exodas xll. 18. 

The blood on the lintel secured IsraeVs peace. 
There was nothing more required in order to 
enjoy settled peace, in reference to the destroy- 
ing angel, than the application of the blood of 
sprinkling. God did not add anything to the 
blood, because nothing more was necessary to 
obtain salvation from the sword of judgment. 
He did not say, " When I see the blood and the 
unleavened bread, or bitter herbs, I will pass 
over." These things had their proper place, and 
their proper value; but they never could be 
regarded as the ground of peace. 

It is most needful to be simple and clear as to 
what constitutes the groundwork of peace. So 
many things are mixed up with the work of 
Christ, that souls are plunged in darkness and 
unceitainty, as to their acceptance. They know 
that there is no other way of being saved but 
by the blood of Christ; but the devils know 
this, and it avails them nought. What is needed 
is to know that we are saved — absolutely — 
perfectly — eternally saved. There is no such 
thing as being partly saved and partly lost: 
partly justified and partly guilty; partly alive 
and partly dead ; partly born of God and partly 
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not. There are but the two states, and we 
must be in either the one or the other. 

The Israelite was not partly sheltered by the 
olood, and partly exposed to the sword of the 
destroyer. He knew he was safe. He did not 
hope so. He was not praying to be so. He 
was perfectly safe. Why ? Because God 
had said, " When I see the blood, I will pass 
over you." He simply rested upon God's 
testimony about the shed blood. He set to his 
seal that God was true. He believed that God 
meant what He said, and that gave him peace. 
He was able to take his place at the paschal 
feast, in confidence, quietness, and assurance, 
knowing that the destroyer could not touch him, 
when a spotless victim had died in his stead. 

If an Isralite had been asked as to his enjoy- 
ment of peace, what would he have said ? 
Would he have said, " I know there is no other 
way of escape but by the blood of the lamb ; 
and I know that that is a perfect way; and 
moreover, I know that that blood has been shed 
and sprinkled on my doorpost ; but, somehow, 
I do not feel quite comfortable. I am not quite 
sure that I am safe. I fear I do not value the 
blood as I ought." Would such have been his 
answer ? Assuredly not. And yet hundreds of 
professing Christians speak thus, when asked 
if they have peace. They put their thovghts 
about the bloody in place of the blood itself and 
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thus, make salvation as much dependent upon 
themselves as if they were to be saved by works. 

The Israelite was saved by the blood alone, 
and not by his thoughts about it. His thoughts 
might be deep or shallow ; but deep or shallow, 
they had nothing to do with his safety ; He was 
not saved by his thoughts or feelings, but by the 
blood. God did not say, " When you see the 
blood, I will pass over you." No : but " when 
/ see." What gave an Israelite peace was the 
fact that Jehovah's eye rested on the blood. 
This tranquilized his heart. The blood was out- 
side, and the Israelite inside, so that he could 
not possibly see it; but God saw it, and that 
was enough. 

The application of this to the question of a 
sinner's peace, is very plain. Christ, having 
shed his blood, as a perfect atonement for sin, has 
taken it into the presence of God, and sprinkled 
it there; and God's testimony assures the 
believer that everything is settled on his behalf. 
All the claims of Justice have been fully 
answered ; sin has been perfectly put away, so 
that the full tide of redeeming love may roll 
down from the heart of God, along the channel 
which the sacrifice of Christ has opened for it. 

To this truth the Holy Ghost bears witness. 
He ever sets forth the fact of God's estimate 
of the blood of Christ. He points the sinner's 
eye to the accomplished work of the cross. He 



80 THK TRDB GROUND OF PEACB. 

declares that all is done ; that sin has been put 
far away, and righteousness brought nigh — "to 
all them that believe." Believe what ? Believe 
what God says, because He says it, not because 
they feel it. 

Now, ^e are constantly prone to look at some- 
thing in ourselves as necessary to form the ground 
of peace. We are apt to regard the work of 
the Spirit in us, rather than the work of Christ 
for us, as the foundation of our peace. This is 
a mistake. We know that the operations of the 
Spirit of God have their proper place in Chris- 
tianity ; but His work is never set forth as that 
on which our peace depends. The Holy Ghost 
did not make peace ; but Christ did. The Holy 
Ghost is not said to be our peace ; but Christ is. 
God did not send "preaching peace" by the 
Holy Ghost ; but " by Jesus Christ." 

The Holy Ghost reveals Christ ; He makes us 
to know, enjoy, and feed upon Christ. He bears 
witness to Christ ; takes of the things of Christ 
and shows them unto us. He is the power of 
communion, the seal, the witness, the earnest, 
the unction. His operations are essential. With- 
out Him, we can neither see, hear, know, feel, 
experience, enjoy, nor exhibit aught of Christ. 
This is understood by every true and rightly- 
instructed Christian. 

Yet, notwithstanding all this, the work of the 
Spirit is not the ground of peace, though He 
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enables as to enjoy the peace. He is not our 
title, though He reveals our title and enables us 
to enjoy it. The Holy Ghost is still carrying on 
His work in the soul of the believer. He 
" maketh intercession with groanings which 
cannot be uttered." He brings us into more 
entire conformity to the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
is the author of every right desire, every holy 
aspiration, every pure and heavenly affection, 
every divine experience ; but His work in and 
with us will not be complete until we 'have left 
this present scene, and taken our place with 
Christ in the glory. 

Not so the work of Christ for us. That is 
absolutely and eternally complete. He could 
say, I have finished the work which thou gayest 
me to do." And, again, " It is finished." The 
blessed Spirit cannot yet say He has finished 
the work. He has been patiently and faithfully 
working for the last eighteen hundred years, on 
earth. He still works amid the various hostile 
influences which surround the sphere of His 
operations. He still works in the hearts of the 
people of God, in order to bring them up, 
practically and experimentally, to the divine 
standard. But He never teaches a soul to lean 
on His work for peace in the presence of divine 
holiness. His office is to speak of Jesus He does 
not speak of Himself. " He," says Christ, " shall 
take of mine and show it unto you." He can 
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only present Christ's work as the solid basis on 
which the soul must rest for ever. Yea, it is on 
the ground of Christ's perfect atonement that He 
takes up His abode and carries on His operations 
in the believer. " In whom also, after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit 
of promise." No power or energy of the Holy 
Ghost could cancel sin. The blood has done 
that. "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." 

It is of the utmost importance to distinguish 
between the Spirit's work in us, and Christ's 
work for us. Where they are confounded, one 
rarely finds settled peace as to the question of 
sin. The type of the passover illustrates the 
distinction very simply. The Israelite's peace 
was not founded upon the unleavened bread or 
the bitter herbs, but upon the blood. Nor was 
it, by any, a question of what he thought about 
the blood, but what God thought about it. This 
gives immense relief and comfort to the heart. 
God has found a ransom, and He reveals that 
ransom to us sinners, in order that we might 
rest therein, on the authority of His word, and 
by the grace of His Spirit. And albeit our 
thoughts and feelings must ever fall far short of 
the infinite preciousness of that ransom, yet, 
inasmuch as God tells us that He is satisfied, we 
may be satisfied also. Our conscience may well 
find settled rest where God's holiness finds rest. 
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Beloved reader, if you have not as yet found 
peace in Jesns, we pray you to ponder this 
deeply. See the simplicity of the ground on 
which your peace is to rest. God is well pleased 
in the finished work of Christ — " well pleased 
for his righteousness' sake." That righteous- 
ness is not founded upon your feelings or 
experience, but upon the shed blood of the Lamb 
of God ; and hence your peace is not dependent 
upon your feelings or experience, but upon the 
same precious blood which is of changeless 
efficacy, and changeless value in the judgment 
of God. 

What, then, remains for the believer? To 
what is he called? To keep the feast of 
unleavened bread, by putting away everything 
contrary to the hallowed purity of his elevated 
position. It is his privilege to feed upon that 
precious Christ whose blood has cancelled 
all his guilt. Being assured that the sword of 
the destroyer cannot touch him, because it has 
fallen upon Christ instead : it is for him to feast 
in holy repose within the blood-stricken door, 
under the perfect shelter which God's own love 
has provided in the blood of the cross. 

May God the Holy Ghost lead every doubting, 
wavering heart to find rest in the divine testi- 
mony contained in those words, "WHEN I 
SEE THE BLOOD I WILL PASS OVER 
YOU." 
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We add illustrations which may more cleaily 
unfold this way of salvation to some inquiring 
minds. 

In the Fulton Street Prayer-Meeting, a chap- 
lain, sometime since from the army at Nashville 
and the Cumberland, was in the meeting, and 
made a most eloquent address. He had been 
all ovei the army of the Cumberland. He had 
acted much as a chaplain at large. He had been 
much in the hospitals connected with the army, 
and he related many incidents which showed 
what the mercy and grace of God are doing 
among the soldiers. 

He spoke of a soldier whom he met with in 
the streets of Nashville. He found him stand- 
ing with his face hid in his hands. He drew 
him into the place of prayer, and there asked 
what was the matter. "Oh! that letter has 
almost broke my heart," said the poor soldier. 

" How is that ?" said I. 

" Why, this letter," answered the soldier, " is 
from my little girl, and she writes to me in this 
way : 

" ' Dearest Father : Mother and I are fretting 
for you all the time, because we are afraid you 
will get killed, or get into the hospital, sick, and 
die there. And father, you know you are not a 
Christian — and how can we bear to have yon 
die with no interest in Christ I How could wo 
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hear it ? We are praying for you all the time , 
we shall keep on praying. Oh I father, if yon 
conld but come to Christ, we would be so happy. 
Then we should know you was safe. It is so 
easy — cannot you come ? It is just to believe 
on Him — ^that is all. Oh ! if you could only tell 
us in your next letter that you had found Jesus, 
we should not shed another tear, but we should 
sing all the day long. Dear father, won't you 
come to Jesus ? You know his blood cleanses 
from all sin. You have only to trust in the 
merits of that blood, and take it to yourself as if 
he shed that blood for you. If you will just tell 
Jesus that you will so trust in him, then you are 
saved. Oh, father ! it is so easy, it seems as if 
you would do it. Then, how happy we should 
all be — ^mother, and you, and I — all going to 
heaven together ! 

" * Through the blood of the Lamb. 

" * Oh, my dearest father ! it is so easy to be- 
lieve on Jesus, I do not see how you can help it. 
Don't yon remember the hymn we so often 
sung ? — 

" • There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immannera veins ; 
And sinners, plnnged beneath that flood. 
Lose all their gnilty stains.' 

That is salvation, father; that is being saved 
through the blood of the Lamb.' " 
8 



86 THE TRUE GROUND OF PEACE. 

So much for the child's letter. 

" Now," said the soldier to the chaplain, " I 
want to do what my little girl requests. I want 
to come to Jesus, but I do not know how. How 
can I ? Oh ! that some one would tell me." 
And he wept bitterly, with his face in his hands. 

I said to him, "Don't be mistaken or con- 
fused about this matter of coming to Jesus. It 
is not as if you had to go on some hard, long 
journey to find Jesus. It is to go to him by 
believing his Word that he died for you ; died 
for you as much as if there were no other in the 
world. What is your name ?" said I. " Jesse," 
he answered. " That's enough ; Jesus died for 
Jesse ; for you, Jesse ; and if Jesse will believe 
this, and trust in the Saviour, Jesse shall never 
be lost. No ! never — ^never. Have you a pray- 
ing father and mother ?" asked I. 

"Oh! yes; both have been praying for me 
ever since I was born." 

" Well, then, now is your time to have all 
those prayers answered — just here and now." 

"How shall I believe on Jesus? How can I 
believe?" 

I said, " That is a strange question for you to 
ask, Jesse. You believe your little girl when 
she tells you that she and mother are fretting 
for you all the time. Now, when Christ says, 
' Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will gi\e you rest,' can you believe 
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him? Believing is coming. Believing is re- 
ceiving Jesus as your Saviour." 

"Is that all?" 

" Yes, that is all." 

" * Jesus paid it all- 
All the debt you owe ; 
Nothing either great or small 
Remains for you to do.' 

" Oh ! I see, I see ; I can believe him, I do 
believe him. Oh I glory be to Jesus. I do be- 
lieve in him. I know he never casts out any, 
and he will not cast me out — ^poor, miserable 
sinner as I am. He says he won't, and I believe 
him. Glory be to Jesus." 

So he began with praises for the mercy he 
had found. " Oh I how thankful I am," said he, 
" that I ever came to Nashville — to find Jesus 
here. Now I will write home to my little girl 
that Jesus is mine, and her Saviour is mine." 

Soon the people were gathering for prayer. 
As soon as he could, Jesse — the soldier — arose, 
and told all present that he had come to the open 
fountain of Christ's precious blood. " I put all 
my trust in that blood. I know on whom I be- 
lieve. Not earth nor hell shall prevail against 
me, for I have the. evidence here (laying his hand 
upon his heart) that I am safe — mved^ with an 
everlasting salvation." 
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QPIRIT of faith, come down, 
'^ Reveal the things of God, 
And make to us the Saviour known, 
And witness with the blood. 

T is Thine the blood t' apply, 

And give us each to see, 
That He who did for sinners die. 

Hath surely died for me. 

No one can truly say, 

That Jesus is the Lord, 
Unless Thou take the veil away, 

An'd breathe the living word. 

Then, only then, we feel 
Our interest in His blood, 

And cry with joy unspeakable, 
" Thou art my Lord, my God.** 

88 



No. 19.] 

AN INTERESTING QUESTION. 

" What do you think you have to do to get 
your sins forgiven ?" I have very often put this 
question to my fellow-passengers, and I nearly 
always get in substance the same answer. I 
was traveling the other day with a farm servant, 
when the following short conversation took 
place ; I said, *' I suppose you have some desire 
at times to be saved." *' Yes, sir." " Then you 
would not like the thought of being lost for ever 
— would you ?" *' I should not," was the reply. 
" No ; however light a man may make of it in 
health, it is a sad sight to see a man die with 
the terror of hell upon him. Well, now, what 
do you think you have to do to get your sins 
forgiven ?" The young man replied, " To give 
them up." "That is a very' common answer,** 
said I, " and seems a very true one ; but then 
you have tried to give them up, and you have 
found you could not." " When did I try ?" "Oh 
often : when you were plowing or driving your 
horses, have you not wished you could give up 
all siq, and be a saved man ?V « Yes, it's true." 

Reader, is it not true that you, too, have 
wished and tried in vain ? How is it, think you ? 
It is the most serious question that can occupy 
your thoughts. Are you quite sure that this 
trying to give up yo«r«in, this making resolutions 
and breaking them, until you almost despair of 
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ever getting saved — ^are you quite sure that this 
is God's way of saving a sinner? You may 
have given up some sins, but still the fountain, 
your very heart, is corrupt, and out of it still 
flows the most hateful sin ; for if one channel 
has been stopped, it finds another, and you are 
hastening on to eternity, and still not saved. I 
ask. Are your sins pardoned ? Tour conscience 
answers, No! Are you justified? Nol Are 
you prepared to meet God ? No ! Are you 
certain to be with God in heaven ? No ! You 
may have every earthly comfort, but to-morrow 
you die— without hope! What will it profit 
you to gain the whole world, and lose your own 
soul? 

But I think I hear you saying, "What can 
you mean ? Is not this the Gospel of God, ' If 
the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do 
that which is lawful and right, he shall live 
thereby ?' " No, my friend, that is not the Gos- 
pel at all. It is the law, by the which, if a man 
can be saved, Christ died in vain. Do you say, 
" What, then, must I do ? Can I go to heaven 
in my sins ?" No, my friend, that you certainly 
cannot. " There shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever work- 
eth abomination or maketh a lie." "But the 
fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars shall have their part 
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hi the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone, which is the second death." 

I think I hear you saying, " If that^s the case, 
I must have been dreaming. 1 thought a man 
could repent at any time and give up his sins, 
and then God would forgive him ; and so I have 
not been particularly troubled about it. I have 
thought there is time enough yet." My reader, 
if this is your thought, you could not well be 
under a greater mistake. How awful if you 
should go on in this fatal delusion, until the door 
is shut and you are lost. Now, come, try your 
plan. Try to repent — try to give up all your 
sins — try to love God with all your heart — try 
to keep His holy law. The eflEbrt, sincerely 
made, will soon convince you of your hopelessly 
sinful state ; but even if you could succeed in such 
an effort, there would still be the fearful weight 
of past sins. No amount of bitter remorse could 
undo or wipe away one past sin. Sorrow for 
sin is but a very small part of true repentance. 
Tour mind must be entirely turned from sin to 
God. There is but one only way by which this 
can be done. " As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up ; that whosoever J>elieveth in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life." To 
repent before you believe would be as if the bit- 
ten Israelite had to be healed before he looked at 
the brazen serpent. No, no. Faith in the love 
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of God, as seen in the death of Jesus, alone can 
produce true repentance. The moment I believe 
in Jesus, my mind must be changed toward God. 
If you have been brought to look at Jesus lifted 
up on the cross, dying for your sins, and now 
lifted up to the highest glory — if He is your 
entire trust — ^you are, and shall be, certainly 
saved. " For through Him is preached the for- 
giveness of sins ; and all that believe are justified 
from all things." But if you have not looked, 
and do not thus look, on Jesus lifted up — if you 
are trusting in any thing else — you are as cer- 
tain, should you die in this state, to perish, as 
though you were just now in hell. 

Do not deceive yourself any longer. If youi 
sins are not pardoned, why should you put on 
a smiling face, as if you were happy ? You are 
not — ^you cannot be. Nothing in this world has 
yet made, nor ever can make, you happy. " The 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin." ^ "Through Him is preached the for- 
giveness of sin." Believe it. 

Dear reader, as to the question, " What must 
I do to get my sins pardoned ?" It is not, " What 
must / do ;" but " What has Jesus done P 

Instead of vainly trying to do, may you, my 
reader, by the power of the Holy Ghost, be led 
to " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." 
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I BECEiTTLT met, while traveling by rail, a very 
simple illustration of the peace-giving power. 
We had arrived at a junction where some 
shifting of the passengers took place, and I ob- 
served a lady, in the same car with me, in much 
anxiety as to whether she was in her right place. 
I called one of the officials and said, ^' Does this 
car go right through to B — ?" He instantly 
replied, "Yes." This little word hushed the 
lady's fears, and removed all her doubt and 
anxiety. She became perfectly satisfied, and 
her mind was tranquilized. Now, how was 
this ? There was no change in her position or 
circumstances. She had evidently done nothing 
which could account for this immediate transi- 
tion from restless anxiety to placid repose. 
What, then, was the basis of her peace ? Sim- 
ple confidence ! She believed the " yes," and she 
got immediate peace ; nor did she manifest any 
farther uneasiness during the remainder of our 
journey. This is very plain. A word had fallen 
upon her ear — true, whether she believed it or 

93 
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not — a word, the truth of which, in no wise, de- 
pended on her — this word removed her fears, and 
gave her peace of mind. She had confidence in it — 
she believed it, and thus she got peace. She did 
not reason about it : she did not begin to say, 
** But what shall I do if I am not in the right 
car after all?" No; she simply believed, and 
thus, without a single misgiving, assured that, 
in due time, she should reach the desired ter- 
minus. In vain might some ignorant fellow- 
passengers raise doubts and give false alarms : 
the official's emphatic " yes " settled everything. 
Beloved reader, this is but a very feeble illus- 
tration of the truth to which I desire, by means 
of these few lines to call your attention. It does, 
however, illustrate, as I have said, the peace- 
giving power of confidence in the word of an- 
other, even though that other be but a feeble 
mortal like ourselves. In the case before us, we 
see that a word of three letters was a triumphant 
answer to ignorant statements, false alarms, fool- 
ish reasonings, and anxious thoughts. But that 
word was mixed with faith. She believed the truth 
of it ; and we can easily see that a single doubt 
in her soul would have been, so far as she was 
concerned, making the official a liar. If hei 
doubts were true, his word was false ; but if his 
Avord were true, her doubts were false. Thus it 
was with the lady and the railway official. Let 
us, now, apply the case. We are all, by nature, 
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on the wrong line of rail — a line which, if we 
persevere on it, will bring us, with more than 
railway speed, into the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimstone, and into eternal blackness of 
darkness. This is a solemn fact. It matters 
not what our circumstances may be. We may 
be surrounded by the comfort of a first-class car, 
or with the inconvenience of a third. We are on 
the wrong rail, and have therefore good right to 
be uneasy : yea, it would be madness to sit quiet 
while we are on the wrong line of rail. Nor 
can we make the wrong right. All our efforts 
could not effect that. We may rush from side 
to side, from window to window ; but all in vain. 
We are on the wrong rail. Yes, hurrying along 
with appalling rapidity. Some may not see this 
Some may persuade themselves that they are all 
right, and that there is no rational ground for 
fear. They sit still and are quiet ; but oh ! it is 
the stillness and quietness of death, based upon 
sheer ignorance pr open infidelity. They have 
never yet heard, from any divinely authenticated 
source, that their car w^ill go right through to 
the heavenly terminus. On the contrary, the 
word of the Lord is against them. That word 
which shall judge them at the last day, judges 
them now. It tells them that they are sinners — 
that they have sinned — that they have sin on 
them — that they are out of the way. It tells 
them, on the other hand, that " God is of purer 
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eyes than to behold iniquity, and cannot look on 
sin." It is impossible that a single speck of sin 
can ever enter into the presence of God. If my 
reader has such a speck on him, he is unfit for 
the blessed presence of Infinite Holiness. This 
cannot be denied. He can neither get there, nor 
could he enjoy it, if he were there. What, then, 
is he to do ? How is he to get on that line of 
rail which will assuredly conduct him to end- 
less bliss ; and not only so, but fill him with per- 
fect peace now? If God cannot let sin into 
His presence, and I am covered with it, how 
am I to get in ? The word of God tells me, 
** He has put away sin." (Heb. ix. 26.) How 
did He put it away ? " By the sacrifice of him- 
self." He cannot tolerate «m, but He loves the 
sinner^ and therefore He put it away, that He 
might receive in him the full power of divine 
righteousness. God has dealt with sin in the 
cross of Christ, that He may not have to deal 
with it in the person of the believer : He has 
dealt with it in grace, that He may not have to 
deal with him in judgment. " Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many." He has not 
only " put away ««7i," but He has borne the ac- 
tual " sins " of the " many " who put their trust 
in God's word — who "believe the record that 
God has given of his Son." This gives peace. 
Christ has suffered for sin. " He died the just 
for the unjust." God has been glorified about 
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the believer's sins : instead of entering into judg- 
ment with the believer in reference to his sins, 
He has actually reaped a harvest of glory by 
putting them away for ever. Where is the 
proof of this ? The proof is to be seen at the 
right hand of the Majesty in the highest. Whom 
do I see there ? The One who was nailed to the 
cross — my surety — my representative — the One 
who, in grace, put Himself, judicially, where I 
was morally, even in the place of death and judg- 
ment. Christ took the sinner's place of death 
and judgment, in order that the sinner might 
take his place of life and righteousness, before 
God, for ever. Behold what manner of love is 
here ! This is God's love. Instead of sending 
me to hell, which I deserved, because of my 
sins, He nailed His Son to the cross under my 
sins, in order that He might bring me to heaven 
in his own eternal righteousness. Hence, there- 
fore, it is my unspeakable privilege to be able to 
refer everything, in the way of present security, 
and future blessedness, to the cross, and to the 
love which the cross expresses. There, blessed 
be God, we find the end of self — all is at an 
end in the cross ; and thus, being for ever done 
with self and its doom and destiny, we begin 
with God. All our sins having been put away, 
we walk with God, in the conscious possession 
of divine righteousness. We know Him in the 
full power of that most precious peace-giving 
9 
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name, " Jehovah Tsidkenu ;" (the Lord our 
Righteousness;) and not only so, but being en- 
dowed with the Spirit of His Son, we cry "Abba, 
Father." And, then, if any objector should pre- 
sent himself from without, or any objection arise 
from within, what is our answer ? Are we at 
any loss ? Have we to look for an answer within 
or without ? In self or in Christ ? The cross is 
our answer ; our answer to justice ; our answer 
to law ; our answer to sin ; our answer to Satan ; 
our answer to conscience ; our answer to every 
one, and everything ; and such an answer, too, as 
that there cannot possibly be any rejoinder. Can 
justice object ? When, where, or how could it be 
so gloriously vindicated, and divinely satisfied, as 
in the cross ? Can the law offer any objection ? 
It was magnified and made honorable, and had 
all its claims fully satisfied, in the cross. What, 
therefore, has it to object? Can sin raise an 
objection ? It was for ever obliterated by the 
cross. Can Satan object ? He was vanquished 
and confounded in the cross. Can conscience 
raise any demur ? It is left w'ithout spot, by 
the blood of the cross. Hence, therefore, the 
believer may repose beneath the eternal shadow 
of the cross, in the full assurance that there is 
neither enemy nor evil occurrent." He knows 
that the blessed One, who was nailed to that 
cross, beneath the weight of his guilt, is now 
seated amid the brightness of the Majesty in the 
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heavens- -triumphant over all. He is our peace ; 
who can disturb it ? He is our life ; who can 
destroy it ? He is our righteousness ; who can 
tarnish it ? He is our hope ; who can rob us of 
it ? The apostle, in the eighth of Romans, seems 
to range, in triumph, through the universe, yea, 
and through eternity, in search of an objector or 
an accuser, and he has only to come to the con 
elusion that " neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." This is the gospel. These are the 
glad tidings. But on what authority do I get 
them ? God's word ! Nothing less. True, it 
is by His grace — by the work of the Holy 
Ghost, that I believe it ; but it is God\s word 
that I believe. " We have not followed 
cunningly-devised fables ;" nor have we to rely 
on frames and feelings, though, no doubt, we 
shall have comfortable frames and feelings, 
in proportion to the simplicity of our faith in 
God's, word. The lady in the railway car had 
a comfortable feeling when she heard and be- 
lieved the official's " yes ;" and the poor sinner 
will have infinitely more comfort, when, by 
grace, he believes God's " yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus." "If," says St. John, "we re- 
ceive the testimony of men, the testimony of 
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God is greater." And what is the testimony ? 
That " he hath given unto us eternal life.'* 
Where is this life ? Not in ordinances — not in 
the church — not in frames and feelings. " This 
life is m his Son^ '* He that hath ike Son hath 
life" — "every one that seeth ike Son and be- 
lieveth on him, hath everlasting life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day." " He that keareth 
my word, and believetk on him that sent me, haih 
everlasting life, and shall not come into judg- 
ment; but has passed from death unto life." 
The moment a person, by grace, believes the 
word of God, concerning Christ and His perfect 
sacrifice, he becomes linked with Christ — " one 
with him " — " bound up with him " — " complete 
in him " — " accepted in him." Christ is his life, 
and Christ is his righteousness. God only sees 
him in Christ. ^'As he is, so are we, in this 
world." He does not say, as he is, so skall we 
be, in the next world ;" no ; " but so are we, in 
this world." Now this *' gives boldness in the 
day of judgment." If the Judge Himself is the 
righteousness in which I stand, then the day of 
judgment can have no terrors for me— yea; there 
will then be the full manifestation of the solid 
ground on which the believer rests. Will the 
Judge condemn Himself? The thought is mon- 
strous. Well, " as he is, so are we." Will He 
call in question His own work ? Impossible. 
Well, it is on that very work the believer rests. 
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For wliat should any one be judged ? For sin. 
But has Christ not " put away sin ?" The word 
says so. Has He left some behind ? Assuredly 
not. But I have committed " sins." What of 
them ? Christ was once offered to bear them. 
Has He left some not borne ? By no means. He 
bore them all. What have I to fear ? Nothing. 
K I believe in Jesus, I am as safe as He can 
make me. 

The only question for the believer is, as 
to whether Christ's work is perfect. God says 
it is, and hence the believer is perfect — ^yea, 
^"^ perfected for everP He stands before God in 
the perfectness of Christ's work. He has not 
a speck of sin on him in God's sight, because 
Christ has put it away. It cannot be "put 
away," and on Him at the same time. But God's 
word declares it is " put away," and confidence 
in that word gives peace — perfect peace — a 
peace as perfect as the eternal word of God, and 
the accomplished work of Christ. If the word 
of God can ^fail, or the sacrifice of Christ be 
proved defective, then the believer's peace can 
be shaken, but not otherwise. If, therefore, my 
reader has not yet found settled peace, it is 
simply because he has not yet believed God's 
word. This is the reason. A single doubt — a 
single fear — a single anxiety bespeaks, so far as 
it goes, and a want of confidence in God's word, 
just as, in the case of the lady in the railway 
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car, a single doiibt as to the rightness of her 
position would have proved a want of confidence 
in the official's "yes." And yet that official 
might lie ; but " God cannot lie." He is " the 
only true God." " Heaven and earth shall pass 
away; but my word shall never pass away." 
" The word of the Lord endureth for ever ; and 
this is the word which, by the gospel, is preached 
unto you." '•^For ever^ O Lord, thy word is sei" 
tied in keaven,'^^ Experience may be defective — 
frames and feelings, however true and desirable, 
may pass away — heart and flesh may fail — ^but 
God's word standeth fast for ever ; and the be- 
liever's peace is founded thereon. The perfect- 
ness of the peace depends upon the perfect- 
ness of the word which imparts it. If one is 
true, so is the other ; if one is false, so is the 
other; if one is spurious, so is the other. 
They stand or fall together. If the"word of the 
Lord endureth for ever, the peace of the be- 
liever endureth for ever. If the word of the 
Lord is settled for ever in heaven, the peace of 
the believer is settled for ever in heaven. Hence, 
if the heart gets disturbed, it is because confi- 
dence in God's word has been disturbed. Doubt 
and confidence cannot dweU together; for, in 
every possible way in which we can contemplate 
them, they stand in the most striking contrast. 
In the first place, if we look at them in refer- 
ence to God, we see that doubt dishonors Him 
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and makes Him a liar ; confidence glorifies Him, 
and sets to its seal that He is trae. There is no 
way in which we can so eflTectually glorify God, 
as by putting our undivided confidence in Him. 
" Without faith it is impossible to please God." 
This gives faith a most important place. Indeed, 
it lies at the very foundation of our connection 
with God, and forms the great moving principle 
in the divine life. '^ Abraham was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God ;" ** He believed God, 
and it was counted unto him for righteousness." 
If we look through the entire gospel narrative, 
we shall find that nothing ever refreshed the 
heart of the Lord Jesus like the faith of some 
poor convicted sinner. And though, now. He is 
no longer within the range of mortal vision. He 
can be refreshed in the same way, by the faith 
of a soul that can trust Him for everything. We 
might suppose that the true way in which to 
glorify God would bo to work for Him; but 
Hifl word, in every section of it, teaches us 
that the true way is to put confidence in Him. 
The confidence of the heart glorifies and grati- 
fies God, infinitely more than the labor of the 
hands ; yea, without the former, the latter can 
only be an abomination in His sight. 

Further, if we look at doubt and confidence, 
in reference to ourselves, we find that doubt 
makes us miserable ; confidence makes us happy : 
doubt sends us forth upon the wild, watery 
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waste of sceptical and infidel thought ; confi- 
dence anchors us securely in the peaceful haven 
of Gobi's eternal and immutable truth : doubt 
renders us the slaves of Satan and the world ; con- 
fidence gives us the victor both the one and the 
other. Thus we see how impossible it is that 
doubt and confidence can both dwell in the same 
heart together : as well might the sun's meridian 
splendor dwell with the profound darkness of 
midnight. 

But again, the poor railway oflficial, however 
sincere and truthful, might be ignorant. He 
might not know which was the proper car, or 
the proper line of rail. Not so God. He knows 
every one and every thing perfectly. He knows 
what sin is, what man is, what the world is ; and 
He knows what the blood of Christ is, what 
His own righteousness is, and what the value, 
authority, and stability of His own word is : He 
knows the end from the beginning. His infinite 
mind scans and takes in eternity. He cannot be 
deceived. He cannot be mistaken. He cannot lie. 
He is the true, the truthful, the infallible, the only 
wise, the living, the eternal God. Hence, He 
can say, " he that believetk shall not be confound- 
ed" — *' shall not be ashamed nor confounded, 
world without end" — " shall not make haste" — 
" they shall not be ashamed that wait for ME." 
Though heaven and earth should pass away, 
though all creation were plunged again into 
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chaos and wild confusion, the peace that is based 
on God's word would remain undisturbed. A 
disturbed heart is an unconfiding heart. If God's 
word is capable of imparting a perfectly settled 
peace, then the heart should asssuredly enjoy a 
perfectly settled peace. This is self-evident. 
A disturbed peace, or a peace capable of being 
disturbed, was not the peace which Christ left us 
because it was not the peace which He had 
Himself; and His own word is, " My peace I 
^ve unto you." 

And, my beloved reader, remember further, 
that confidence never reasons. A reasoning 
mind is not a confiding mind. The moment 
reason stirs, it interrupts the repose of confi- 
dence. If reason gets on the throne, confidence 
gets on the rack. When God speaks, reason's 
" if" is blasphemy. Reason may cut and carve 
man's word as it will ; but in the presence of 
God's word, it must lay aside its cutting and 
carving, and take the place of perfect folly. How 
could human reason penetrate the profound mys- 
tery of the cross ? How could it enter into the 
glorious truth of a full and eternal salvation for 
the guiltiest sinner, by the death of the Son of 
God ? How could it ever enter into the amazing 
thought, that the Creator of heaven and earth 
appeared in the likeness of man — the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and, in that likeness, bore the full 
penalty of man's sin — endured the curse of His 
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owji law — satisiied the claims of His own inflex- 
ible justice — drained to the dregs, yea, exhausted 
on our behalf, the cup of His own righteous 
wrath ? How could it comprehend or appreciate 
the wondrous counsel of redeeming love, which 
takes up a poor degraded sinner, and puts him in 
possession of divine life and divine righteousness, 
in union with a risen and glorified Christ ; so 
that the sinner is not merely pardoned, but ac- 
tually counted as righteous as Christ Himself? 
In a word, how can reason enter into any one 
of these divine mysteries ? Impossible ! 

Faith alone can gaze on their brightness, and 
feed on their preciousness. The light which 
shines from the Bosom, the Cross, and the 
Throne, is far too dazzling for reason's feeble 
vision ; it can only be taken in and enjoyed by 
that faith which takes God at His word, and 
endures as seeing Him who is invisible. TJiere 
is nothing so unreasonable as reason, when it 
comes in collision with God's word ; nor is there 
aught so reasonable as that man should peace- 
fully repose " in every word that proceed eth out 
of the mouth of the Lord."* For a man not to 
have solid peace and certainty in his soul, when 
God has spoken, is nothing less than the mad- 
ness of a sceptical or infidel mind. All that I 
need, in order to enjoy settled assurance, is to 
know that I am leaning on the word of the 
Lord. True, the Holy Ghost gives this know- 
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ledge ; and He, too, gives the blessed enjoyment ; 
but, all the while, it is the knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of the word of God w^hich lie gives. It is 
that word He uses — by it He works — to it He 
points — on it He causes the heart to lean. It is 
by the word He comforts, sustains, strengthens, 
refreshes, cheers, nourishes, confirms, guides, 
warns, animates, and governs the believer in 
his course down here. Would He dispel doubt 
from the poor trembling heart, or quell its rising 
fears ? He uses the word to that end : " O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" 
" Be not afraid, only believe." Would he cleanse 
and purify the believer's practical ways ? It is 
by the word He acts. " Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way ? By taking heed 
thereto according to thy word.^^ And, again, 
" that he might cleanse by the washing of water, 
by the word." Would He cheer the heart, by 
the virtues of an imperishable hope ? It is the 
word He uses, as we read, " thy word on which 
thou hast caused me to hope." In short, the 
word is everything. It imparts life. It nourishes 
life. It preserves from error, as we read, " By 
the words of 'thy mouth, I have kept me from 
the paths of the destroyer." Well, therefore, 
may it be said : 



" now firm a fonndation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid up for faith in His excellent word." 
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Yes, truly it is a firm foundation, and all who 
build upon it with simple, childlike confidence, 
will assuredly enjoy a simple, childlike peace. 
May my reader know the truth of this experi- 
mentally, and thus, in his case, " the work of 
righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of 
righteousness, quietness and assijbanoe fob 



** How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word ; 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled. 

" Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 
I, I am thy God, and will still give thee aid ; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

" The soul that to Jesus has fled for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes ; 
That soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake, 
I'll never — no, never — ^no, never forsake." 
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'* And thej made the plate of the holj crown of pure gold, 
and wrote upon it a writing like to the engravings of a signet, 
Holiness to the Lord."— Exodus zxxix. 80. 

There must have been something strikingly 
impressive in the appearance of the high priest 
of the ancient faith, with his gracefully flowing 
robes; his cunningly wrought breastplate of 
gold, blue, purple and scarlet ; the onyx stones 
bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel ; 
the rows of precious jewels, among which spar- 
kled an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond, and 
the various beautiful insignia of his official sta- 
tion. But that which particularly arrests our 
attention is the crown of pure gold that sur* 
mounts the whole, and shines with the inscrip- 
tion '* Holiness to the Lord." In this we recog- 
nize the badge of the sacerdotal office, indicating 
that the priost is to minister in holy things ; is. 
to stand before the people as the representative- 
of a holy God ; is to offer sacrifices to take away 
sin, and typify the coming of the holy and just 
One, who, in the fulness of time, would absorb ia 
his sacred person all the duties of high priest, 
and offer himself a sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. D i i U c he ministry of the Levitical priest- 
hood has passed away. The holy garments are 
laid aside. The precious stones and costly jew- 
els are crushed. The finely- wrought gfrdfe and 
golden chains are broken. The glory aod beauty 

(109) 



110 HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 

of the Hebrew service have departed, never to 
return. But the principle engraved upon the 
crown, " Holiness to the Lord " remains. In the 
merging of the ancient into the new dispensa- 
tion, this shines forth with new power; impresses 
the soul with fresh obligations, and is enforced 
under the sanction of the weightiest penalties 
and mightiest motives that can be conceived of 
by finite beipgs. 

Let us then direct our attention to the ndifire of 
holiness^ the means of its culture^ and the fruits of 
its possession. The word holy is derived from 
Saxon, Swedish and Danish roots that primarily 
signify whole, complete, entire. As applied to 
the Deity, it means absolute perfection in every 
moral attribute, in purity, justice, benevolence. 
As applied to man, it signifies complete con- 
formity to the divine will, and the reflection in 
the soul of the divine attributes. It is the most 
comprehensive word in our religious vocabu- 
lary. It includes virtue, integrity, honesty, 
though it means more than these, and is not to 
be confounded with either. Virtue, in its radical 
sense, means strength. Among the Romans its 
predominant signification was bravery, valor. 
With us it stands for moral goodness. One 
writer says, that virtue is nothing but voluntary 
obedience to truth. Holiness implies this, can- 
not indeed exist without it ; but it comprehends 
morC) a vital union with God ; communion and 
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fellowship with him. Virtue is a law of action ; 
that may be under religion, or expediency, or 
education. Holiness is a divine principle in the 
soul, that takes possession of the whole man, 
works with the motives, guides thought and 
desire, rises with the aspirations, and reproduces 
the divine in the human. It is the fulfillment of 
the command — " Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

There may be various standards of virtue or 
honesty. There can be but one standard of holi- 
ness, and that is the divine. The creature must 
be holy as God is holy, else he does not possess 
the principle in its fullest sense. It is true that 
the word, is sometimes used in a secondary 
sense, as applied to persons and places. Thb 
Israelites were called holy, because they were 
the chosen people of God. The phrases, " holy 
will," "holy mountain," "most holy place," 
are often made in the Scripture; but it can 
only be used in reference to moral character in 
its full meaning. In this sense and applica- 
tion it does not admit of degrees A man 
cannot be holy in a part of his conduct, and 
unholy in another part. A person may have 
many excellent virtues and yet some defects, 
and on the whole, exert a good, moral influ- 
ence in society. The sun may have many spots 
on its surface, and still shine brightly; but 
there can be no spot in a holy character and it 
remain holy. Had one. sin marred the perfect 
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character of Jesus, he would have lost his peculiar 
title, the Holy One. He would not have been 
addressed by an evil spirit. " I know ihee, who 
thou art, the Holy One of God." A cingle sin, 
a single defect, however slight, would have in- 
capacitated the Messiah for his great mission^ 
broken his power as the Redeemer of mankind, 
put out the divine light of the gospel, and de- 
stroyed the vital force of Christianity. But being 
sinless, he is a perfect Saviour, a perfect Re- 
deemer, a perfect teacher of truth by his life as 
well as his words. And by and through him we 
are elevated to a higher and purer life than any 
human system of ethics, philosophy, or religion 
could carry us. It is the life of holiness within 
the intellectual and moral life of the soul ; it is 
the highest culture of which our humanity is 
capable ; it brings the spirit to the fountain of 
infinite wisdom, love and peace. From the po- 
et's stand-point, Pope may say, "An honest 
man's the noblest work of God." From the 
Christian stand-point, we say, *' A holy man's 
the noblest work of God." He is the summit 
of the moral universe, the grand result of cre- 
ation and government, of divine plans and their 
providential execution. He is the success of a 
great moral experiment of working in a free 
agent, voluntary obedience, voluntary love ; of 
inspiring in a being, capable of various pleasures, 
a desire for constant communion with God, as 
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the highest end, and a source of the most com- 
plete and lasting felicity. 

We were to inquire in the next place into the means 
for the culture of this principle. I say culture, 
for we need to start at the outset, with the idea 
that it is a thing to be cultivated. Holiness will 
not come to us by accident ; it will not fly into 
the mind on the wings of an enchantment, or on 
the mystic words of a skillful magician; it is 
not the result of a long chain of close reasoning, 
though reason must enter into its culture ; does 
not come on the fiery wheels of the chariot of 
zeal, though the most intense ardor must charac- 
terize its growth, is not the product of judgment 
alone, or feiith alone, or hope alone, though all 
these must enter into it. 

The cultivation of holiness must be placed 
before the mind as a distinct life-work, towards 
which all the mental and moral energies are to 
be directed; to the attainment of which every 
minor interest is to be sacrificed, every obstacle 
overcome, and every foe vanquished ; it is not to 
be confounded with abstract morality, or with 
clinging to a hope, or obeying law, or gaining a 
reputation for religion. It is your reputation 
with the heart searching and omnipresent God ; 
it pertains to that part of your nature that lies 
towards eternity, towards an open Heaven, to- 
wards the society of holy angels. This culture 
admits of no deceit, of no hypocrisy, of no form 
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of godliness while its power is denied. The 
work must be honest, sincere, heart-felt and 
heart-penetrating, else it cannot be even begun. 

The aim fixed, it must be pursued steadily. A 
few good resolutions, or pious reflections, an oc- 
casional prayer, an exclusive Sunday religion, 
will never bring holiness to a human soul. None 
need enter the lists who are not willing to lay 
asidfe every weight and the sin that doth easily 
beset them, and run with patience the race set 
before them. None need come to the battle-field 
without being equipped with the whole panoply 
of God, the shield of faith, helmet of salvation, 
and sword of the spirit. But says one, " your 
standard is too high." Before I put on the 
armcfr I wish to know whether I can obtain the 
victory. But, suppose, persons had refused to 
enter upon any department of knowledge unless 
first assured that they could thoroughly explore 
it and understand all its ramifications and laws, 
what progress would have been made in science ? 
Suppose the geologist had said, I will not inves- 
tigate the structure of the earth, its antiquity, 
its hidden laws and forces, unless I am first as- 
sured that I can completely master the science. 
Or, the astronomer says, I will not direct my 
telescope to the skies unless I am certain of ex- 
plaining the entire universe, reaching the utmost 
circumference of light, and learning the name 
and history of every planet and star; or the 
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intellectual philosopher says, I will not study 
the laws of mind, the essence of spirit, unless I 
can attain to perfect knowledge in this depart- 
ment. Had this course been pursued, it is clear 
that no science would have had an existence. 
But, we find men pursuing knowledge, though 
bafiled at a thousand points, though no one de- 
partment has been fully explained, though the 
theory of one age is supplanted by that of the 
next, and rival schools contend for their favorite 
principles. It is true that we are confronted by 
evil passions by a thousand forms of worldly influ- 
ences, by Satan and his legions. It is true that the 
pathway lies up a steep and rugged ascent, and 
that we must travel by night and by day, amid 
tempests as well as by sunshine, whether inisfor- 
tune or prosperity is our lot. But has not the 
Creator given us energies with which to overcome 
difficulties ; has he not given us powers to climb ; 
and has he not promised us assistance in the 
hour of need ? Besides, what is holiness but the 
essence of victories obtained over these obstacles. 
How else are you to grasp this priceless prin- 
ciple, how else can you reach the height of 
power and splendor ? Is it not the everlasting 
law of divine Providence that the toil and 
dangers of the battle-field must precede the 
bright day of triumph ? Is it not the fundamental 
condition of Christianity that the Cross must 
precede the crown. 
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Another means of obtaining this grace is by 
keeping the mind in contact with the purifying and 
elevating doctrines of the gospel. The material 
world was made for the body ; the beauties and 
sublimities of nature for the senses ; philosophy 
and science for the intellect, and Christianity 
for the soul. If a man is not a believer in Chris- 
tianity the soul has no home. It is a wanderer 
in the other departments that were not made for 
it, cannot satisfy it. It dwells in the dark 
regions of error, or amid vain speculations, or 
on the shifting sands of false theories. But 
faith in Christ introduces the soul to his system 
of truth. The promise is, Knock and it shall be 
opened. Knock with faith and the gates of the 
divine temple of truth open, and you are invited 
to enter. Here is the school where holiness is 
taught. Here you meet the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost. Here myriads of worshippers 
surround the throne of God apd the Lamb. 
Spanning a lofty arch, you read the inscription, 
" Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, for- 
ever." The atmosphere is fragrant with love, 
with all the fruits of the Spirit. Through the 
windows streams the light from immortal re- 
gions. Each column stands as an emblem of a 
fundamental truth of revelation. The services 
are the educators of the soul. But it may be 
said, all this is ideal, invisible. True, so is the 
spirit for which it has been prepared. So are 
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the mightiest forces in nature and society. You 
have never seen the principle that drives planets 
through space with inconceivable velocity. You 
have never seen liberty, though its monuments, 
institutions, blessings are all around you. Chris- 
tianity is an invisible thing, though it is the 
mightiest on the earth. Holiness is a hidden 
principle ; its seat is the centre of the soul. It 
lives on spiritual thoughts or divine truths. It 
can thrive on nothing else. It cannot be sus- 
tained by forms. It cannot be nourished by 
philosophy. It hungers and thirsts after living 
truths from a living God. But being thus ideal, 
it does not follow that it is impractical. And from 
this temple — the soul's royal residence — there 
flows down influences that may pervade all de- 
partments of practical life. The statesman may 
gather hence the principle to guide him in the 
halls of legislation. The merchant may settle 
his accounts under the inspection of him, who 
will render to every man according to the deeds 
done in the body. The laborer will learn that 
the life is more than meat, and that by seeking 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
all other things will be added. 

Another means of holiness is inspiration. We 
may be asked, Is the gift of inspiration granted 
in our day. We reply, that depends upon what 
you mean by inspiration. That kind of inspira- 
tion that produced the sacred Scriptures, we 
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believe was closed with the closing of the sacred 
canon. But the literal meaning of the word is 
to breathe into, and in a proper sense, every 
regenerated person who is bom of the Spirit, 
has the Holy Spirit breathed into him. Then 
sanctification is the work of the Spirit inspiring 
the soul. What definite meaning do you attach 
to the promises of Christ, " Lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world ;" " I 
will send you the Comforter who will lead you 
into all truth." What does God mean when he 
says, " I dwell with him that is of an humble 
and contrite spirit." Can we take this language 
otherwise than literally. Here we have the 
Father, promising to dwell with the humble; 
the Son assuring his disciples that he will be 
ever with them, and the Holy Spirit given to all 
the children of God. Is not this inspiration? 
Are there not moral forces here to lead a man in 
the paths of a holy life ? Oh, if God is in the 
soul the work is done. " Holiness to the Lord," 
becomes the motto of the life ; the spring of 
every effort, the motive of every aspiration. 

Another means of attaining this end is prayer. 
Ask and ye shall receive. Ask for the highest, 
richest gift — holiness, and that shall be given. 
God is honored by our asking for great blessings. 
He is ready to give exceeding abundantly above 
all that we can ask or even think. No power 
of human thought can compass the grandeur of 
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his gifts. No language can express the intensity 
of his desire to draw upon his infinite resources 
for the benefit of his children. " Before they 
call, I will answer ; while they are yet speaking 
I will hear, saith the Lord." " The Lord is rich 
in mercy to all that call upon him." "All things 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, 
says the Saviour, ye shall receive." What a 
comprehensive, wide-sweeping declaration. 

That there may be no misapprehension of his 
meaning, he puts the promise in a variety of 
forms : " Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, 
in my name, he will give it you." Let there be 
faith in that single truth, and how vast and 
glorious would be the blessings received. 
God is ready to give heaven to us to-day, 
heavenly raptures, purity and power, if we will 
but ask. He will give salvation, give perfect 
holiness. It is his delight to give. It is his 
glory to give. He built the universe to open a 
channel through which the mighty river of his 
benevolence might flow. You would think it a 
great thing to get a million of dollars for the 
asking ; to get a city for the asking ; to get a 
world for the asking. But God would not 
bestow such trifles. He will give holiness, the 
passport to his throne, give immortal felicity. 
He will give you a kingdom longer than the 
earth and broader than the sea. But you must 
ask in faith for two reasons. Because faith is 
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pleasing to God, and because faith creates in 
you the capacity to receive these great gifts. 
If they were bestowed without your asking in 
faith, you could not receive them. Unbelief so 
contracts, so shrivels up a soul, that it cannot 
hold a great blessing. 

We were to next speak of the fruits of 
holiness. But what fruits shall we pluck from 
the rich clusters that hang through the gardens 
of the Lord. Every tree is laden with them. 
Every arbor is full of them. They over-arch 
every avenue, crowd every terrace, extend in 
all directions farther than eye can reach. I 
undertake a greater task than I am able to per- 
form, to point out to you the fruits of holiness. 
Could I count the stars I might tell you their 
number. Could I measure the universe, I might 
give its magnitude. Could I traverse the 
ages of immortality, I might describe their 
duration. Holiness uniting the soul to the in- 
finite, opens before it infinite pleasures. The 
spirit draws from the pure, exhaustless fountain 
of blessedness. Divine onmipotence is employed 
in its protection; divine wisdom in devising 
plans for its culture and enjoyment ; divine love 
in filling every capacity of the soul with the 
richest stores of blessedness. Christ desired 
that his disciples should keep his commandments, 
should live holy lives, that as he says, " my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might 
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be fall." He wishes to open the flood-gates of 
bis own divine happiness, that the tide may flow 
into the hearts of his disciples. 

Holiness renders the soul at peace with itself. 
Reason, conscience, the will and hope dwell to- 
gether in unity. And we affirm, that it is a 
great blessing for a man to be on peaceful terms 
with himself; to be able in quiet hours to sit 
down with conscience and receive its approba- 
tion ; to feel that reason is on the throne with 
all passions and low desires at his feet ; to com- 
mune with hope and see it paint the skies of the 
future with bright prospects, and welcome the 
soul onward to the future and immortal life. 
Holiness will prepare you for the most glorious 
society in God's kingdom. Do you covet rank ; 
do you desire to associate with the noble of all 
past ages, with heroes, kings, conquerors, arch- 
angels, this principle will introduce you to these, 
will fit you for social intercourse with the royalty 
of celestial realms. 

Holiness will rob death of its sting and the 
grave of its victory. The last words of the 
mother of John Wesley to her family were, 
"Children, as soon as I am released, sing a 
psalm of praise to God." A brother said to a 
dying Christian, " You seem to enjoy foretastes 
of heaven." He replied, " Oh, this is no longer 
a foretaste, this is heaven. I not only feel the 
climate, but I breathe the fine ambrosial air of 
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heaven, and soon shall enjoy the company." 
The last words that breathed from his lips were 
" Glory, glory, glory I" 

The devoted William C. Walton, who had 
made it his life work to cultivate holiness of 
heart, experienced its rich fruits in his dying 
hour. 

One Sabbath morning after a night of great 
pain and distress, he said, " I am in the river, 
but the water is not deep." Taking his children 
one by one, some of whom are now preachers 
of the everlasting gospel, he laid his hands upon 
them, and pronounced over them a father's bless- 
ing. He then said, " It is almost over, do not 
weep for me, I am going to Jesus. Precious 
Saviour ! precious Saviour ! I am going to see 
Jesus. What a thought ! Going to see Jesus I 
I shall praise him for what he has done for me." 

In the afternoon he remarked to a clergyman 
who visited him, " This has been, on the whole, 
the happiest day of my life. The joy I have 
felt is unspeakable. My peace flows like a river." 
In the evening he said, " Where is Eliza ? (his 
daughter.) I want her and her sister to sing to 
me." His children then sung to him that beau- 
tiful and consoling him — 

" How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word I 
What more can he say that to you he hath said, 
"Who unto the Saviour for refuge hath fled." 
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During the singing his countenance lighted up 
with a glow and rapture that showed that his 
soul was thrilled by the words and the music. 

After a pause, his daughter commenced singing 

'* Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings." 

This was too much for his feeble frame. He 
burst into tears and begged her to desist. He 
could not endure the intensity of the feelings 
awakened. Soon after, his soul did stretch its 
wings, and " rise from transitory things," " to- 
wards heaven," its "native place." Ere his 
departure, with a seraphic smile, he exclaimed : 
"I see him! I see him! O glorious Saviour! 

death where is thy sting! O grave where is 
thy victory ! Both are gone,'''* 

How rich, too, were the fruits of holiness 
gathered by the immortal Payson, ere he passed 
over the river of death ! Being asked, do you 
feel reconciled, he replied, " Oh, that is too cold, 

1 rejoice, I triumph ! And this happiness will 
endure as long as God himself, for it consists in 
admiring and adoring him." 

We may almost hear him, as he exclaimed ; 
" I am going to Mount Zion, to the city of the 
living God, to the heavenly Jerusalem, to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, and to 
God the judge of all." 
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On another occasion lie said : " The celestial 
city is full in my view. Its glories beam upon me, 
its breezes fan me, its odours are wafted to me, 
its sounds strike upon my ears, and its spirit is 
breathed into my heart. Nothing separates me 
from it but the river of death, which now appears 
but as an insignificant rill, that may be crossed 
at a single step whenever God shall give permis- 
sion. The Sun of Righteousness has been grad- 
ually drawing nearer and nearer, appearing 
larger and brighter as he approached, and now 
he fills the whole hemisphere ; pouring forth a 
flood of glory, in which I seem to float like an 
insect in the beams of the sun. 

Again he said : " The battle is fought and the 
victory is won ! the victory is won for ever ! I 
am going to bathe in an ocean of purity, and 
benevolence, and happiness to all eternity." 

Will you not, dear reader, cultivate that holi- 
ness without which no man shall see the Lord ? 

" Now the God of peace, that brought from 
the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen ! 
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" Th J San shall no more go down ; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be thine ererlasting light, 
and the days of thj mourning shall be ended/' 

Isaiah Ix. 20. 

This is part of a prophecy in relation to the 
future of Zion, when the Gentiles would be at- 
tracted by its light, and kings would come to the 
brightness of its rising. The future church 
glows and glitters before the inspired imagina- 
tion of the writer, as a city embracing the glory 
of Lebanon, beautified with branches of the fir 
tree, the pine and the box ; the ships of Tarshish 
sailing into her ports crowded with the sons of 
other nations, bringing their gold and silver with 
them ; its walls salvation, its gates praise. 
Towards the gates, from every quarter, pour 
multitudes of converts from the ranks of foes 
and former despisers of the church. They come 
bowing in reverence, and call thee " The city of 
the Lord — ^the Zion of the Holy One of Israel." 

The prophet then takes us within the gates 
that he tells us shall be open continually ; shall 
not be shut day nor night, and reveals the inte- 
rior. " The sun shall be no more thy light by 
day ; neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light to thee ; but the Lord shall be unto thee 
an everlasting light and thy God thy glory." 

Then follow the words we have quoted, in which 
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there is a slight modification of this imagery ; a 
softening down of its splendour. And, as we 
might feel better prepared to approach and con- 
verse with an incarnate Jesus, rather than the 
Christ transfigured before us, so we may view 
the blessing presented for our consideration, 
through imagery that retains the material sym- 
bols, rather than search for it, where these have 
all been swept away before the dazzling glories 
of the Deity. 

We take, therefore, the theme as it comes to 
us through the language, "Thy sun shall no 
more go down^ neither shall thy moon withdraw 
itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting 
light, and the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended." And we propose to view the blessings 
as the possession of the individual Christian 
rather, than, as with the church collectively. For 
this happiness must be in individual hearts be- 
fore it can pervade the body of believers em- 
braced under the term Zion. A few will enter 
the city of the Holy One of Israel, before the 
crowd begin to move, and their experiences of 
its joys and splendors, and reports of its bless- 
edness will be prominent among the means to 
draw others thither. 

And first let us look at what is presented in the 
text as a possible attainment in this life. Floating 
in this beautiful imagery is the idea of perfect 
happiness. " Thy sun shall no more go down.'* 
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The setting of the sun, the rolling in of the 
darkness of a long, tedious night, are expressive 
of the changes that many souls undergo. And 
it would seem often, as if nature in its move- 
ments and contrasts, was designed to express 
mental states and emotions. If a thought or 
feeling is intense, it seeks to be incarnated in a 
striking emblem. Joy puts on the robes of 
light, and appears before us in shining garments. 
Mental activity employs the lightning as the 
herald of thought. The turbulent, restless, 
chafing spirit takes the ocean, with its heaving 
waves and rushing tides as its emblem. Peace 
is a gently flowing river. Influence seizes the 
fountains of nature, the notes of music, the 
seeds of harvests, and constructs from these its 
language. Happiness commands the sun and 
moon to stand still, and shine on for ever. It 
adjusts nature to express the idea of perfect and 
continuous enjoyment. Heaven is spoken of in 
the Revelation, as a place where there is no 
night. The idea of light continuous and dazzling, 
is a necessary element of our conception of 
heaven. 

And tnis state of enjoyment, we have said is 
a possible attainment even here. The argument 
may be thus stated: If it is possible for the 
church collectively, it is for the individual, as that 
which is in the whole may, and necessarily must, 
be, in its parts. If the sun shines upon the in- 
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habitants of the earth, its light and heat must 
be recognized by the consciousness of individ- 
uals. They cannot be recognized by a general 
consciousness of the body as an aggregate. 

This possibility also appears in the declarations 
and exhortations of the Apostles. Speaking of 
the great source of happiness, the Apostle Peter 
says, " Whom having not seen ye love ; in whom 
though ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory." ^ 

Observe this is not a description of a future, 
but a present state, and is a joy that bursts 
through all language — that in its fulness flows 
over all images, symbols — it is unspeakable. It 
outshines the very light, for it is full of glory. 

St. Paul writes to the Philippians, " Rejoice 
in the Lord alway, and again I say. Rejoice." A 
command from an inspired teacher involves the 
possibility of its obedience. It would be absurd 
to urge a Christian forward to a state which he 
cannot reach. 

Consider^ in the next phee^ the nature of the 
apiritual condition described in the text. 

Negatively, the days of mourning are ended. 
"Whatever sadness may have been upon the soul ; 
whatever sorrows from past sins; whatever 
doubts in regard to the love of Jesus, or favor 
of God, they are all ended. They have passed 
away, never to return. Through whatever states 
or conditions the soul is to be carried in the 
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fatnre, it is never again to pass through a cloud 
of sorrow. 

Positively, the sun is in the heavens. The 
sun of righteousness is in the meridian, and 
there it is fixed, no more to go down — no more 
to move, but to shine on steadily forever. 
There is joy streaming, even fmm the beams of 
the material orb. 

" Bleet power of sunshine, genial day, 
What bahn, what life are in thy ray ! 
To feel thee is such real bliss, 
That had the world no joy but this, 
To sit in sunshine calm and sweet, 
It were a world too exquisite 
For man to leave it for the gloom, 
The deep cold shadow of the tomb." 

But how much greater the joy that springs 
from the promise, "The Lord shall be thine 
everlasting light." To have the Author of 
light shining into the soul, this is illumination — 
this is inspiration ! 

You may trace the beauty of poetry in such 
words as these, 

" And see — the sun himself 1 on wings 
Of glory up the east he springs, 
Angel of light I who from the time 
Those heavens began their march sublime. 
Hath first of all the starry choir, 
Trod in his Maker's steps of fire." 
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Bat if you would discern the beauty of holiness, 
trace it in an experience like this : one testifies, 
"Filled with grace, my soul was breathing 
unutterable praise, when suddenly the glories 
of the bright abode of the redeemed on high, 
seemed to burst on my vision, as though the 
veils that intervene between the heavenly world 
and ours had been drawn aside, and I was per- 
mitted to gaze upon the spirits of the just made 
perfect, and behold the full glories of the Lamb 
— a radiance surpassing the brightness of the 
sun at noon-day. In a moment, they all seemed 
to approach me, and I was surrounded by a host 
of heavenly spirits, who all were looking at me 
with intense interest, and the glory of the upper 
temple seemed transferred to earth. All around 
me was light, and glory and bliss unspeakable. 
The arms of my adorable Jesus seem to encircle 
me, and I felt my happiness was consummated. 
I thought. Can this be earth ? Am I not in 
heaven? Then the sweet words came to my 
mind with such a sense of their meaning as I 
never before realized. 

' Thy presence makes my paradise. 
And where thou art, * tis heaven/ " 

In reading our Bible we are not surprised to re- 
ceive the account of one who was borne to Heaven 
in a chariot of fire ; of another who was caught 
up into the third heavens, and saw unspeakable 
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glories ; of another beholding the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, and the new Jerasalem float- 
ing down from the skies. But of these more 
modern manifestations, some are a little doubt- 
ful. Bat is not God as willing and able to 
manifest himself to his children now, as he was 
in ancient times. Is the everlasting Jehovah, 
the splendor of whose attributes is constantly 
flashing through the universe, confined to times, 
races, or localities ? Reason as well as faith 
rejects such an idea. I believe that the display 
of God's goodness and glory to his church will 
be greater in the future than they have been in 
the past. I believe that were there was one in 
apostolic times who received revelations of the 
love and blessedness of Jesus, there will be 
thousands in the future. I believe that there 
are at this hour more souls on the earth to whom 
the Lord is an everlasting light, and the days 
of whose mourning are ended, than there ever 
were before. And as the millennium approaches 
the number will increase. The magnificent 
prophecies in this sixtieth chapter of Isaiah have 
not yet been fulfilled. The sub yet goes down 
to tens of thousands. The moon withdraws its 
light from thousands, but the multitude in the 
background need not be skeptical in regard to 
those who are in advance and see the light, and 
are in rapture at the glories that are dawning. 
I once saw the sun rise twice the same mom- . 
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ing. Having spent the night on the summit of 
a mountain, we rose early and saw the sun rise 
over the distant hills, and bathe the forests, 
streams and mountain-tops with its splendors. 
Starting on our journey we early descended the 
mountain, and reaching the plain below, we in- 
formed some whom we met that the sun was 
up, but they could not credit it, for it had not 
yet risen to them. After a while it appeared. 
The day is coming, it may not be far distant, 
when multitudes now in the valley, will crowd 
the summit of the mountain of faith, and then 
will they see and believe. 

Notice in the next place the means to be used to 
secure the gift of perfect blessedness. We have 
seen that it is a possible attainment. We have 
had glimpses of what it is in its nature. The 
next point is to know how we can attain it. 

It is not reached by any mechanical processes, 
but is the result of growth or development. 
Sanctifying influences must precede it, pervading 
all the powers of the intellect, affections of the 
heart and purposes of the will. It is the last 
achievement of an earnest, progressive soul ; the 
last and crowning gift of divine grace. Ko one 
ever reached it without persevering through all 
obstacles; without pressing his way through 
clouds, perils and whatever form of discourage- 
ment might be presented. 

It is the result, too, of a renunciation of the 
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Tisible som-ces of enjoyment, and a trast in the 
invisible ; a faith in the simple promises of God. 
To prepare for it we must let all our own little 
schemes and plans of ambition be broken up, 
and we must float out upon the ocean of the 
divine will. I know that this is a task for mul- 
titudes. Where our desires, affections and ener- 
gies have been for years, flowing in one channel, 
it is hard to change. But here lies the diffi- 
culty of getting worldly men or women to take 
the truth, and service, and praises of Jesus. 
They are pursuing a life plan. They, perhaps, 
congratulate themselves upon their force of 
character in concentrating their energies upon a 
single object. They are not to be turned from 
it, even religion. Comparing themselves with 
many with whom they started in life, they see 
in others sad failures, while their pursuits are 
crowned with success. But what is the true 
character of these failures that seem so fair and 
enduring ? Suddenly a tornado of misfortune 
strikes them, and they are swept away as so 
many houses built upon the sand, or death, the 
king of terrors, comes and crushes them beneath 
his feet. How tanch better to voluntarily leave 
them, before they fall and bury the occupant 
beneath the ruins. 

There are also plans that lie partly in the 
world's territory and partly in that of religion. 
Here the conflicting interests naturally neu- 
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tralize each other. It is only by moving the 
life plan, and attaching it to God's infinite and 
glorious purposes, that it can become a complete 
success. It is only by accepting the will of 
God as the supreme law of the heart and life, 
that we can bathe in the ocean of divine love 
and joy. 

"I look back," says one, "upon my former 
experience, when, though I had stepped into 
this blessed ocean of heavenly enjoyment, I was 
lingering so near the shore that I did not enjoy 
a constant overwhelming fulness. True, wave 
after wave would come in quick succession, and 
my happy soul would be bathed, as it were, and 
refreshed by their heavenly influence ; but then 
the waters would recede and sometimes leave 
me quite on the shore. Here I could not, would 
not, rest a moment. I would urge my way on- 
ward, till again I would feel the ocean waves 
rolling over me. Yet I hesitated to take a deep 
plunge and lose all foothold of earth and be 
swallowed up in God. But I rejoice to know 
that for some time past I have been pressing 
farther and farther into this sea of love ; and 
now I feel that I have come into deep waters^ 
Yes, I have launched out into the unfathomable 
deep, never, never to return to earth again." 

We would remark in the next place^ that this 
state of mind is a power that acts in every direction. 

The crowning excellence of Deity is his 
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boundless happiness. Without this he could 
not be the supreme God. He might reveal om- 
nipotence, omniscience and wisdom, but we 
must have the results of these in his own being, 
in order that they may make a salutary impres- 
sion upon us. He must be, so to speak, the ex- 
ponent of his own principles. The tide of hap- 
piness must flow as full and pure and far, as that 
of wisdom, holiness or love. As the source of 
all real enjoyment to his creatures, his own 
resources must be infinite. And if this element 
is a power in the Creator, it is also a power in 
the creature. It is the most effectual safeguard 
against temptation. The influence of any temp- 
tation lies solely in its appeal to the desire of 
happiness in some form. If sin is the transgres- 
sion of law, the law is transgressed in the 
pursuit of st>me forbidden pleasure; a selfish 
wish, ambitious aim, an appetite, a passion, a 
feeling of revenge seeks gratification. Now, if 
a soul is overflowing with the fulness of spiritual 
joy, at what point can temptation assail it? 
What desire can it appeal to ? Would you 
bring to the returned son, feasting in his Father's 
mansion, a dish of husks, such as the swine feed 
upon, and expect him to be tempted ? Would 
he turn aside from the delicious food prepared 
for him in the most careful manner, and greedily 
seizse and eat your husks ? 

Or, suppose you take one who has long en- 



136 THS LORD AN EVERLASTINa LIGHT. 

joyed perfect blessedness, to some haant of dis- 
sipation, and oflFer him the low gratifications 
found there ; would there be any temptation in 
the proffered gifts ? Would it be any self- 
denial for him to refuse ? Obviously it would 
be an act of the severest self denial for him to 
accept. The very atmosphere of the place, the 
company, the small withered souls of those 
around are most repulsive to him. He cannot 
tolerate himself there for a moment, unless he 
can pluck some brand from the burning, or let 
some ray of heavenly light into the dark and 
gloomy abode. 

This blessedness enables one to see the harmony 
and beauties of Christianity, 

It presents to the possessor the whole system 
of divine doctrines in perfect harmony. No 
questions as to the agreement or disagreement 
of one with another trouble him. The trinity 
and the incarnation; divine sovereignty and 
man's free agency ; the dependence on the Holy 
Spirit and human accountability all dwell to- 
gether in unity. He hardly sees them as sepa- 
rated one from another ; does not care to spend 
time in dissecting them as an anatomist ; has no 
taste for skeletons, but prefers the living and 
beautiful forms of divine truth. He has obeyed ' 
the apostolic injunction, " Therefore leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on 
unto perfection," and has graduated from mere 
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theories, and embraced the substance and glory 
of everlasting truth. 

Perhaps no one is able to testify to this more 
fully and richly than the eminent Payson. He 
says, "O what a Master do I serve! I have 
known Nothing, felt nothing all my days, in com- 
parison with what I now see in him. Never did 
the world seem such a nothing. Never did 
heaven appear so near, so sweet, so overwhelm- 
ingly glorious. God's promises appear so strong, 
so solid, so real, more so than the rocks and 
everlasting hills ; and his perfections, what shall 
I say of them ? When I think of one I wish to 
dwell upon it for ever ; but another and another 
equally glorious, claims a share of my admira- 
tion ; and when I begin to praise, I wish never 
to cease." On another occasion be says : 

" Enjoyed a very unusual degree of sweetness 
and fervor this morning, O how precious did 
Christ appear to my soul ! How I longed to be 
a pure flame of fire in his service ; to be all zeal 
and love and fervor ! With what gratitude did 
I look up to him, saying, ' What shall I render 
to the Lord for all his benefits.' In the evening 
in secret prayer my soul was filled with unut- 
terable longings after God in Christ. I earnestly 
desired that all mankind might be as happy 
as I am ; that they should all see what a glorious, 
kind being God was." At another time, he 
says, " Had a most ravishing view of Christ 
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this morning, as coming at a distance, in 
the chariot of his salvation. In an instant he 
was with me and around me, and I could only 
cry, Welcome I welcome, a thousand times wel- 
come to my heart." Again : " Had some differ- 
ent views of Christ and heaven from any I ever 
before enjoyed, so that I felt the fullest assurance 
of salvation, and wished to be saved that I 
might praise and love God perfectly." On one 
Sabbath day God was pleased to make to him 
the most delightful and glorious revelations. 
He thus describes them : " Rose with thoughts 
of God on ray mind. Was exceedingly assisted 
in secret and in family prayer. Never had my 
desires and affections so much drawn out after 
God and holiness. Was filled with the gracious 
influences of the Spirit, so that I rejoiced with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. Never did 
earth appear so small , heaven so desirable, holi- 
ness so lovely, God so glorious, as now. In 
reading the Scriptures, they seemed to open with 
a clearness and force which delighted and aston- 
ished me. Such a sweet, calm, soul-satisfying 
joy I never felt before in so great a degree. 
Nothing on earth seemed worth a serious thought, 
but to glorify God. 

Again, he writes : " Spent this day in fasting 
and prayer. At first was stupid, but soon God 
was pleased to lift up the light of his counte- 
nance upon me, and visit me with his free Spirit. 
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Oh how infinitely glorious and lovely did God in 
Christ appear! I saw, I felt that God was 
mine and I his, and was unspeakably happy. Now, 
if ever I enjoyed the communion of God, he 
shone sweetly upon me, and I reflected back his 
beams in fervent, admiring, adoring love. Had 
a most ravishing view of the glories of heaven, 
of the ineffable delight with which the Lord 
Jesus beholds the happiness which he has pur- 
chased with his own blood." Most surely are 
the words fulfilled in the history of this favored 
child of God ; " Thy sun shall no more go down ; 
neither shall thy moon withdraw itself, for the 
Lord shall be thine everlasting light; and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended." 

Finally, This blessedness will enable us to 
exert an influence that will be felt upon other 
hearts, and will guide souls to God and heaven. 
The command of Christ is, " Let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." But how is this to be obeyed unless 
there is spiritual light in the soul. Multitudes 
do not shine for the obvious reason that they 
have no light They may profess their faith in 
Christ ; may entertain a hope of finally reaching 
heaven, and may possess many Christian virtues ; 
and still their sun often goes down. The moon 
withdraws itself, and the soul is left in darkness. 
Now let God be " thine everlasting light," and 
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Others will see it as quickly as they see the rising 
sun. They will feel its influence, and be led to 
glorify our Father in heaven. 

What a powerful motive we have here for the 
cultivation of this spiritual blessedness I It be- 
comes at once a force for good to others. It 
multiplies itself in other souls. The glorious 
principles that afford us light, joy and the hope 
of (everlasting felicity, are, through our influence, 
planted in the minds of others, and they in turn 
extend them to other circles, and thus their 
power is perpetuated through generations, and 
carried along the currents of time, and at last 
mingles with the ocean of eternity. What an 
honor, too, is thus conferred upon the Christian I 
His life moves on with the most glorious pur- 
poses of Jehovah. He works with the ever- 
working moral universe of God, and he will 
experience the fulfillment of the promise, " They 
that turn many to righteousness, shall shine as 
the stars for ever and ever." 

An astronomer thinks tbat he has accomplished 
a great achievement when he discovers a new 
planet, and has it called afler his name. He 
thinks it a sufficient reward for the toils of a 
life to have his name hung in the skies, that 
scientific, men may know and honor it. But 
how much greater the honor to bo a moral 
luminary, to guide immortal beings to the throne 
of God! 



COME TO JESUS. 

Listen, fellow-sinner ! How kind, bow won- 
derful an invitation is this ! God speaks to thee. 
The Father says, "Come!" The Son says, 
"Come!" The Holy Spirit says, "Come!" 
The blessed angels cry, " Come !" Many poor 
sinners who have accepted the call, join their 
voices and say, *' Come to Jesus !" When He 
was himself on earth. He said, " Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." What He said then, He says 
now ! The invitation He gave to the men of that 
day, He gives to thee, fellow-sinner ! " Come 
unto me !" 

He promises rest. But far better than rest of 
body is rest of soul. It is wretched to be a 
slave, to groan, bleed, toil ; but far worse to be 
Satan's bondsman, dragging about an evil con- 
science and an aching heart. Rest from this 
cannot be had but by coming to Jesus. And if 
we come. He will lighten every other load. Are 
you poor ? Come, and He will make you rich 
for ever. Are you sick ? Come, and He will 
cure your worst disease. Are you sad ? Come, 
and He will wipe away your tears. Are you 
bereaved ? Come, and He will be to you a bro- 
ther in adversity, who changes not, and never 
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dies. Is sin a burden ? Oh, then come to Je- 
sus, and He will take it all away. Do you dread 
the day of death and judgment? Come, and 
that day will be the dawn of life and glory. Oh, 
then, come ! To be merely called by such a Per- 
son, should be enough to make us glad. Of a 
stranger we might say, " Perhaps he intends us 
no good ;" of a selfish rich man, " Who can expect 
aught from him T' But if a Howard or a Wil- 
berforce said to a mourner, " Come !" he might 
feel quite sure some kindness was intended. 
Now He who invites thee, sinner, is both able 
and willing to help. He has clothes for the 
naked, food for the hungry, wealth for the poor, 
eternal life for all. His very word, " Come," is 
enough to make thee glad. A blind beggar by 
the wayside, hearing He was passing, cried out, 
" Mercy, mercy !" The people told him to be 
quiet ; but he shouted the louder, " Have mercy 
on me!" Jesus invited him ; and then some said, 
as though quite sure of a blessing, " Be of good 
comfort, He calleth thee." They knew Jesus 
never called, and then refused ; and so they told 
him to rejoice. Sinnef, be you of good cheer. 
The same Jesus calleth thee. As the blind man 
threw off his cloak lest it should hinder him, so 
do you cast off every sin that would stop you— 
rush through every crowd of difficulties, and, 
falling at the feet of Jesus, say, " Have tnercy 
on me ! I am blind ! I am lost ! save, or I per- 
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ish !" Are you too great a sinner? The more 
need to como. Have you a wicked heart ? With 
that wicked heart come. Have you nothing with 
which to purchase His favour? "Without money" 
come. Rich and poor, master and servant, old 
and young, white and black, sinners of every 
class, come ! " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." 

Going down, out of the middle lecture room, 
where the " Old Bark," as the seafaring man 
called himself, had been speaking, and standing 
near the pulpit, was an old man in a flood of 
tears, which he was vainly endeavouring to 
suppress. The people had nearly all dispersed, 
and had hastened away, and here the old man 
stood. The prayer meeting had closed. 
" What is the matter ?" said one. 
" Oh ! I am a great sinner, and in trouble." 
" Then come at once to your Saviour with your 
trouble, and tell it all to Him." 

" But I have lived so long a sinner." 
" Then it is not too soon to come to Christ." 
" I know, I know ; but I cannot make myself 
believe there is any mercy for me." 

" He saves to the uttermost. And you, too, 
for you are not below the lowest, or beyond the 
farthest. The uttermost means the farthest and 
lowest of all." 

" But only think, I am sixty- two years old, 
and all this while a sinner." 



144 COME TO JESITS. 

" So much the more you need a Saviour, and 
just such as Christ is, able, willing." 

The old man stood looking down, incredulous 
and irresolute, the tears standing in his eyes. 

" Oh !" said he, " I do not know what to do ; 
I am such an old sinner." 

" That is the trouble with you ; you are all 
the time doing^ and this your doing will be your 
ruifi, Tou are disbelieving the gospel offer. 
You are discrediting the willingness of Christ to 
save. Tou are making the gospel of no effect. 
What you are to do is to repent^ and believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, just because you are an 
old sinner. Stop right here in your doing ^ and 
accept of the Saviour as he is offered to you now 
in the gospel." 

It was the prayer which was made for the 
stranger, and which was made expressly for hinii, 
that was the means of his ultimate conversion. 

The gospel is full of comfort and encourage 
ment for those who will exercise simple and 
unwavering trust in Jesus Christ. It is rich in 
promises and assurances to every believer in Je 
sus. Jesus came to save sinners. He laid down 
His life to save sinners — even the chief. Come 
to Jesus, and the days of your mourning shall 
be ended, and the Lord shall be your everlasting 
light, and you shall be translated out of ever- 
lasting darkness into eternal day. 
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